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Pakistan protests 

ISLAMAB AD^AP) -r- Pakistan warned the United SteteS^Bfe- 
sday of^pro£o^i^Yepercussions ,, ’ if itgoes ahead wath aijpxSff s af 
ter shift its embassy m Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerrfcalem. A 
government spokesman told reporters that U.S. A&bassq&u 
Deane Hintofi wascaBed-io tie. Foreign Office oh 
told of Pakistan’s roncenj. “Jerusalem constitutes p 
’ ions aspect of the ante of the occupied Arab territories sisc^Kff/ 
and .any dedskmtakeoby the Unfed States to shift feemfessifto 
Jerusalem in wolsrfonofU.N, resolutions and in compteEWlis- 
regard of the feelings of the Islamic World would have profound 
repercussions for the image of the United States not only with the 
governments of the Muslim countries but with their public opi- 
nion,'’ he said. The spokesman called the proposal, now before 
Congress, an “affront to the; feelings of the Muslim WorkL” 
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Mubarak envoy to visit Jordan 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak is sending a top aide to 
Jordan Wednesday with a message to King Hussein concerning 
the Palestinian problem and the recent air raid on Sudan, the 
Middle East News Agency said Tuesday. The agency said Osama 
A1 Baz. director of Mr. Mubarak's political affairs office, will go to 
Jordan for a brief visit. It quoted Mr. Baz as saying the message is 
about recent developments in the Middle East, notably the Pal- 
estinian problem and the situation in Sudan after Friday's air raid 
on a Khartoum suburb which Sudan. Egypt and the United States 
ied on Libya. Mr. Baz has just concluded three days of con- 
ations in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, where he met with 
ne Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
discussed Jordanian-Palestinian efforts toward a joint 
on Middle East peace talks. 
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■; Aw retains 
from Bagdad / 

1 AMMAN (J.T.j — Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Mimster 
Suleiman Arar Tuesday returned 
- from Baghdad where he and his 
counterpart. Sa'adoun Shaker 
signed a Jordan ian-Iraqi border 
demarcation agreement Monday. 
Mr. Arar **3° met Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein and discussed 
bilateral relations. Upon arrival in 
Amman, Mr. Arar told the Jor- 
danian. News Agency, Petra, that 
President Hussein has asked him 
to convey his and the Iraqi peo- 
ple's greetings and expression of 
» thanks to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the Jordanian people for 
Jordan's support for Iraq and 
Arab causes. 


, Israel sentences 
9 Arabs to jail 

AMMAN (Petra), — An Israeli 
1 ra Hilary court Monday sentenced 
, nine Arab citizens of occupied 
. Jerusalem to jail for periods bet- 
ween three to five years for res- 
isting the occupation authorities. 
. . IsraefRadio said Monday that the 
.< court accused the nine Arab cit- 
izens of throwing bombs at an Isr- 
aeli military car. attacking an Isr- 
aeli soldier and attempting to 
snatch his personal arms last Oct- 
ober. They were also accused of 
urging residence to the Israeli 
occupation and throwing stones at 
Israeli militaxy cars. 


Reagan opposes 
Lebanon partition 

. PARIS (R) — President Reagan 

- said te . opposed a partition -of 
Lebanon • in 'an interview pub- 

..- tished Tuesday in the French new- 

■ - spaperLe Monde. 4 * Peace must be 

■ • re-established in this troubled 

land, and Lebanon itself should 
. stay intact as a united country. 

Partition won't solve anything and 
• in the long term will lead to an 
r even, bigger instability.” Mr. Rea- 

- gan said. 


Arafat ends, 
visit to Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Yasser 
Arafat, leader of the Palestine 

Liberation -Organisation (PLO), 
left Khartoum Tuesday for an 

- undisclosed destination following 

- a three-day viol. Mr. Arafat arr- 
i. hed here Saturday from North 

Yemen, saying he had come to 
■ express solidarity with the Sud- 
anese government following a raid 
by a Soviet-built TU-22 jet bom- 
ber on die city of Omdurraan, acr- 
oss the Nile River from Kha- 


Irelaad walks out 
of EC summit 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Irish Prime 
Minfoer'Garret Fitzgerald walked 
out of the European Community 
(EC)-summit meeting Tuesday in 
a dispute over proposed quotas for. 
Irish milk production, an Irish 
government spokesman said. The 
spokesman, Peter Prendergast, 
said Mr. Fitzgerald quit the mee- 
ting at about 1530 GMT. In ans- 
wer to aquestion by a reporter Mr. 
Prendergast said Mr. Fitzgerald 
has “no intention of going back.” 
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‘Jordan will not tolerate any 
attempt to subdue Palestinians’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will not tolerate 
attempts by any Arab or foreign country to 
impose control over the Palestinian people or 
their representatives or moves to prevent the 
Palestinians from expressing their views fre- 
ely about their problem gnd future, His Maj- 
esty King Hussein said Tuesday. 


King Hussein, who was spe- 
aking in an inteiyiew with the Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Corporation’s 
Arabic Service, said that Jordan 
will maintain a dialogue with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) with “ a common interest of 
repelling danger that threatens 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
alike.” 

Following are excerpts from the 
interview: 

Question: Your attack against the 
United States in interviews with 
the New York Times and CBS tel- 
evision has completely, upset equ- 
ations and views of political ana- 
lysts who believed that the U.S. 
was about to launch an initiative to 
find a peaceful settlement to the 
Middle East issue after the U.S. 
presidential elections. Now it 
seems that you no more believe 
the U.S. is able to achieve any 
thing in the near future and you do 
not believe that p r o gres s towards 
peace willbe achieved through the 
big "powers. Many of the political 
analysts believe there is no hope, 
for efforts by the U.N. Security 
Council: Do you have the least 
hope of , a solution through the 
European Community- nod your, 
meeting with PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat? 

Answer: My statement to the New 
York Times and CBS Television 
were not intended to be an att- 
ack against the United States nor 
an end to the U.S.-Arab dialogue. 
It was a presentation of the" sit- 
uation as I see it m view of the 
considerable influence which the 


Zionist lobby and Israel have had 
on the United States over the 
years. This influence has caused a 
grave deterioration in the region 
and brought ab >ut a drastic cha- 
nge in U.S. pol ties. This change 
has been going bn since 1967. 

In 1 956, also an election year in 
the UJS., Washington was able to 
take a decisive action against Isr- 
ael, Britain and France./ In 1967 
the U.N. Security Council passed 
Resolution 242 and the United 
States had been m aintaini ng that 
the resolution formed a bans for 
any future solution since it exp- 
licitly endorses the inadmissibility 
of occupying land by force and 
because it projects a formula that 
says: land in exchange, for peace 
and total peace m exchange for 
total withdraw aL 

Israel claims that the land is hers 
and continues td establish set- 
tlements after rejecting President 
Reagan’ s peace proposals. Of late. 
Israel has intensified efforts for 
establishing settlements and is 
perpetuating its occupation of 
Lebanon. Now Israel is taking 
steps to “resettle” Palestinians in 
the Jordan Valley and maintains 
that the Palestine, problem , is. a 
problem of people rather than 
land. Most recently Israel has 
began to apply its land laws in the 
occupied Arab territories. Israel 
continues to deny the Arab people 
of Palestine their rights and it 
draws its strength from the con- 
tinued and unlimited U.S. ass- 
istance and financial and material 
support which also enable it to 


establish more settlements. 

Therefore. I say that the U.S. 
credibility is at its lowest ebb with 
regard to the Arabs, and the U.S. 
will not be able to play its major 
role of serving the cause of peace. 
But if things change... perhaps the 
picture will change. 

Q: What about your latest talks 
with Mr. Arafat? 

A: The talks are continuing and 
they are positive. In fact, the 
whole question is connected with 
all Jordanians and Palestinians as 
members of the family facing the 
same destiny and sharing the same 
goals and objectives. 

Therefore, it is incumbent on us 
to work together to reach a for- 
mula on a solid ground to help us 
repel danger and confront cha- 
llenges, and achieve positive res- 
ults. 

Q: Your close ties with Mr. Arafat 
and his supporters means keeping 
your distance from a large sector 
of Arabs and Palestinians who 
oppose a Jordanian-Palestinian 
rapprochement . and agreements 
that might ensure. What is the 
chance for the opponents to obs- 
truct your joint endeavours? 

A: We have been committed to the 
Rabat summit resolutions passed 
in 1974, and consider the PLO as 
the sole and legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. We refuse to allow any att- 
empts by any one to impose heg- 
emony on the Palestinian people 
or their representatives. We also 
refuse to allow any attempt aimed 
at preventing the Palestinians 
from expressing their, free views 
.freely about their, issue- 
• We deal with the PLO as’we did 
throughout the past years and we 
remain committed to the view that 
Jordan and Palestine face a com- 
mon and direct danger and the- 
refore have to reach a common 
formula. 

Q: In the event of the downfall -of 
the Likud and the rise of Labour in 
Israel do you believe, there is a 


Queen harshly criticises 
U.S. support for Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Her Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day harshly criticised U.S. support 
for Israel, saying American aid 
helped in violations - of Arab 
human rights. 

In a speech to two foreign aff- 
airs groups, she said the United 
States had turned a Mind eye to 
legal and human abuses by Israel 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and said it was. time 
America reversed Israel's “dis- 
astrous course” . - 

U.S.- credibility among Arabs 
had never been lower, the Queen 
said. 

“We see an America, whose 
foreign aid to IsraeL pays for mil- 
itary action against Arab civilians 
and helps Israel in her violation of 
human rights, which have been 
documented and censured tty the 
world community she said. 


“We see the sad spectacle of 
America's ideals enduring moral 
erosion, silenced and held in bon- 
dage by an intransigent Israeli 
m 

“We see an America endanger- 
ing its vital interests in the Arab 
World and we are perplexed and 
confused,” she told the World 
Affairs council and the Foreign 
Policy Association. 

The Queen was given a standing 
ovation in the packed diningroom 
of a Washington hoteL 

Queen Noor told the private 
study groups that Israel had sys- 
tematically oppressed the Pal- 
estinians since occupying their ter- 
ritory in the 1967 war, and tho- 
usands had been expelled or imp- 
risoned, homes had been des- 
troyed and civilians degraded. 

“We are seeing the int- 
ernationally accepted codes of 


Egypt issues stern 
warning to Libya 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosni Mubarak Tuesday warned 
I neighbouring Libya that his armed 
forces stand ready to repel any 
Libyan attacks on Egypt or Sudan. 

Speaking to reporters, Mr. 
Mubarak confirmed the arrival in 
Egypt on Monday of two U.S. 
AW ACS radar airplanes to str- 
engthen Egyptian and Sudanese 
air defence. (See Mary an page 2). 

The dispatch of the planes and 
Mr. Mubarak’s warning were the 
result of last Friday’s air raid by a 
single Soviet-bwft-Tapolev-22 jet 
bomber on the Sudanese city of 
Omdurman, killing five Sudanese. 
Sudan, Egypt and the United Sta- 
tes said the bomber was Libyan. 
Libya denied this. * 

Mr. Mubarak declined to say. 
whether' Libya was intensifying 
military activities or concentrating 
troops along the border with 
Egypt or at Al Kufra area near 
Libyan frontier with Sudan. 

Sudan and Egypt said the' 
TU-22 had come from Al Kufra. 


“On military aspects. I can't 
give you more detail,” Mr. Mub- 
arak said. “We are cautious. We 
are ready for anything. We will 
never permit any kind of violation 
of. our borders under any cir- 
cumstances.” 

The official Middle East News 
agency reported that Lt-Gen. 
Ibrahim Al Oraby, chief of staff of 
the armed forces, inspected on 
Tuesday the “western front” 
where troops are stationed along 
the border with Libya. It gave no 
details. 

Mr. Mubarak conferred Mon- 
day with commanders of all the 
armed services. 

Egypt has had several divisions 
deployed along the border with 
Libya once "1977. 

In reply to a question, Mr. 
Mubarak said that his remarks and 
tfe arrival of the AWAGS aircraft 
did not constitute an escalation of 
the situation. 

“We are re sp o nsible for def- 
ending our country” he said. 


human rights being violated by a 
recipient of your support and one 
of your closest friends in the reg- 
ion.” the Queen said. 

“With methodical purpose... 
Israel has persisted In its policy of 
illegal and de facto annexation of, 
Arab lands. 

“Except for a mild reprimand 
every now and then, the United 
States has turned a blind eye on 
the legal and human abuses Israel 
has been committing to realise its 
aim. 

“America's credibility among 
Arabs... has never been so low,” 
she said. 

“It is time that you reaffirm to 
yourselves — and to both Arabs 
and Israelis — that you will nei- 
ther tolerate nor finance the abuse 
of human rights,” she said. 

Fnfl text of the Queen's speech 
appears on page 4 

Klibi warns 
U.S. leader 

PARIS (R) — Arab- League Sec- 
retary General Chadli KUbi war- 
ned President Reagan Tuesday 
that United States support for Isr- 
ael risked causing a deep Gulf 
between Washington and the 
Arab World. 

In a strongly-worded letter to 
Mr. Reagan published in Paris, 
Mr. Klibi said Washington had 
tided with Israel at the expense of 
the Palestinian people. Arab- 
Ameikan relations and the pri- 
nciples of international' law and 
justice. 

Mr. Klibi said the 22-member 
league was seriously concerned by 
U.S. policy and added: “We are 
not just referring here to the total 
sipport given to Israel at the pol- 
itical and economic level, enabling 
.it to pursue its aggression against 
Arab states unpunished and inc- 
iting it to ignore United Nations 
resolutions. 

“We are also thinking of the 
American view of U.S. relations 
with the Middle East ” 


chance for achieving progress 
towards peace, since Labour’s 
^ declared policy is reaching a set- 
tlement with a’ presence of Israeli 
settlements and military posts in 
the occupied West Bank along the 
River Jordan? 

A: Labour was in power in Israel 
since the establishment of Israel 
and in 1967 and 1973. and after 
Resolution 242 was issued. Lab- 
our had certain stands which did 
not lead to an aspired solution. 

The present Israeli government 
adopts the most extreme policies 
towards the issue. We do not know ' 
what the future has in store for us. 
We do not know yet what might 
result from a change in gov- 
ernment in Israel and whether the 
new government will adopt pos- 
itive stands or not. We cannot 
predict the future. 

Q: In 1981 a British journalist said 
in a report to the British press 
that you feel disappointed because 
Queen Elizabeth of Britain does 
not return your official visits to the 
United Kingdom. The journalist, 
Kenneth Rose, attributed the dec- 
isions about the visit to a political 
decision which has nothing to do 
with the desires of the royal fam- 
ily. Now that the political decision 
has been taken and the queen will 
visiL Jordan soon, do you hope to 
make political gains out of the 
visit? 

A: Jordan's relations with Bri- 
tain is passing through an unp- 
recedented stage and a lot of con- 
sultations and contacts are being 
maintained between them. I bel- 
ieve, that .the British government . 
’ kno ws quite a good deal about our 
region's issues and also about the 
people who live in this region. 

Britain also realises Europe's 
interests in this region and the 
need for preserving its stability to 
serve the cause of world peace. 
Jordan's relations with Britain is 
exemplary and is based on mutual 
respect and confidence. 


Shultz said 
to be urging 
Reagan to 
abandon sale 
of weapons 
to Jordan 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretaiy of State George 
Shultz has joined some majority 
Republican senators in urging 
President Ronald Reagan to drop 
a proposed sale of anti-aircraft 
missiles to Jordan, but Mr. Rea- 
gan is ignoring the advice, the 
Washington Post reported in Tue- 
sday editions. 

Mr. Shultz and the senators are 
afraid that if Mr. Reagan proceeds 
with the sale of 1,613 Stinger mis- 
siles. Congress will probably move 
to block it, handing the president 
an embarrassing defeat, the new- 
spaper said, quoting unidentified 
congressional and administration 
sources. 

A letter circulated by Senator 
Bob Packwood. which calls on Mr. 
Reagan to reconsider the sale, will 
probably be signed by more than 
50 senators by the time Mr. Pac- 
kwood makes the letter public 
later this week, the newspaper 
said. 

Despite the opposition, Mr. 
Reagan intends to press ahead 
with sale. White House spo- 
kesman Larry Speak es said Mon- 
day. 

His Majesty King Hussein said 
in a television interview on Sun- 
day that he would look to other 
countries, possibly including the 
Soviet Union, for military aid. 

Mr. Speak e* commented: “The 
King is necessarily concerned for 
the security of Jordan... it is rea- 
sonable to assume were he not to 
get arms from the United States he 
might logically feel he should go 
elsewhere.'’ 

In an interview with the New 
York Times last week. King Hus- 
sein sharply attacked U.S. policy 
in the Middle East, accusing the 
United States of betraying its 
commitments. 



Lebanese leaders gather at Lausanne's Beau Rivage 
Hotel Monday to find a compromise political sol- 


ution to Lebanon's nine-year-old civil strife (AP 
wirephoto) 


Lebanon talks near collapse 
as Junblatt says he is quitting 


LAUSANNE. Switzerland (R) — 
Lebanon's national reconciliation 
conference appeared in serious 
trouble Tuesday as opposition 
leader Walid Junblatt predicted 
more fighting and said he was ret- 
urning home. 

Mr. Junblatt said there was no 
point in further negotiation and he 
was leaving Switzerland Tuesday 
after eight days of talks between 
President Amin Gemayel and 
eight rival Christian and Muslim 
leaders. 

Asked what would happen next, 
heiold axeporter: “More fighting, 
mote bloodshed.” He said he had 
to return to Lebanon “to stay with 
my people.” 

A stormy session Monday night 
ended in disarray as the leaders 
failed to agree on a compromise 
draft agreement on political ref- 
orms negotiated with Syrian med- 
iation. 

Syria’s mediator at the talks. 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. continued his efforts to 
strike a final bargain between the 
Lebanese factions. 

He held talks with former Pre- 
sident Suleiman Franjieh, a Mar- 
onite opposed to President Gem- 
ayel, whose objections to pro- 
visions in the draft which he said 
would limit the powers of Leb- 


anon's Christian president pre- 
vented agreement Monday night. 

There was no word on the out- 
come of their talks, and no official 
indication whether an expected 
formal session would be held Tue- 
sday. with or without Mr. J unblatt. 

The mainly Dnize Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) leader said 
Mr. Franjieh had prevented a 
compromise resolution. 

“It’s bad. it’s sad, but it proves 
this class of politician is obsolete, 
is dead,” he said. 

Asked if ihe conference had 
' broken down," Mr. Junblatt told 
reporters: “It's not a question of 
breakdown, but there’s nothing 
more to be done here.” 

A Christian leader, ex- 
President Camille Chamoun. said 
the conference had not broken 
down. 

“I hope we will leave without a 
rupture.” he told reporters when 
informed that Mr. Junblatt was 
leaving. 

Asked if there would be an agr- 
eement Tuesday, he said: "Yes, 
yes. We must continue and if we 
do not continue here, we will con- 
tinue later.” 

Conference sources said con- 
tacts between delegates were con- 
tinuing in an attempt to salvage 


some son of agreement and save 
the talks from collapse. 

An aide of Mr. Junblatt' s ally. 
Shfite Amal militia chief Nabih 
Bern, said Mr. Beni was also pla- 
nning to leave by midnight but did 
not rule out some sort of accord 
first. 

“The doors are almost closed 
unless there is a miracle.” he said. 
“The last counters are being pla- 
yed.” 

Until Tuesday, it appeared lik- 
ely that the conference would 
produce a compromise reform 
package meeting - some Musli m 
demands for more power in Leb- 
anon's Christian-dominated str- 
ucture but falling short of theircall 
for a complete end to sectarian 
politics. 

Through hours of formal and 
private sessions, the eight fac- 
tional leaders. Mr. Gemayel, Mr. 
Khaddam and a Saudi Arabian 
medjator haggled over these dem- 
ands and rival Christian proposals 
for a federated Lebanon of semi- 
autonomous cantons to preserve 
each sect's identity. 

The only formal derision ann- 
ounced so far has been a ceasefire 
agreement a week ago, which has 
looked increasingly shaky as fig- 
hting continued in Beirut. 


No chemical weapons are produced at 
Iraqi fertiliser plant, journalists report 


By Lamia K. Andoni 

Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

BAGHDAD — A Western report 
that a factory in Akashar.. 400 kil- 
ometres west of Baghdad, man- 
ufactures chemical weapons pro- 
ved groundless Monday when 
Arab and foreign journalists were 
allowed into the factory she to find 
out it produces phosphate fer- 
tilisers. 

Journalists talked to foreign 
engineers and technicians inc- 
luding British and Americans 
employed at the plant who exp- 
ressed surprise at the allegations 
that the plant produces chemical 
weapons and said: “Such a thing is 
impossible.” 

Director General of the plant 
Fuad Al Amir said international 
chemical experts were welcome to 
verify the produce of the plant. 

Iraq invited foreign press Mon- 
day to visit the plant near the Syr- 
ian border to refute a press report 
appeared in the British Observer 
last week that the Akashat factory 
was producing chemical weapons. 

Iraq was also responding to 


American and Iranian charges 
accusing Iraq of using mustard gas 
and nerve gas against Iranian tro- 
ops in the 42-month-old Gulf war. 

Reliable diplomatic sources 
told the Jordan Times that the 
journalists were invited to visit the 
Akashat factory because the plant 
site was under threat, Iranians 
might stage an airraid on the plant 
from Syria, the sources pointed 
out. 

On Sunday, a spokesman for 
the Iraqi Foreign Ministry warned 
Israel against launching an attack 
against Akashat similar to the att- 
ack on Iraq’s nuclear plant in 
1981. 

Sources said an attack on the 
Akashat plant was more likely to 
come from Syrian territories than’ 
Israel. 

Soviet-made SAM-R missiles 
anti-aircraft batteries and other 
defence equipment are installed 
'around the plant, apparently ant- 
icipating an attack. 

Mr. Faisal Tamimi, under- 
secretary to the Iraqi Ministry of 
Industry and Minerals, said: “The 
uproar made earlier this week on 


the plant is similar to the fuss 
made on the nuclear plant in 1 98 1 . 
Enemiesof Iraq might be planning 
an attack and to justify this they 
make this fuss” He warned: “This 
(the Akashat plant) will not be an 
easy target." 

The Akashat region contains a 
number of mines and quarries. 
Officials at the fertiliser plant all- 
owed journalists to tour the entire 
factory and inspect all units ext- 
racting phosphate to be sent to 
Quotain. The phosphate was upg- 
raded in Quolain. 

Akashat is the only plant for 
phosphates in Iraq. Eighty per 
cent of its products are exported. 

Mr. Ronald Frogg, an engineer 
from the Belgian company which 
built the plant, has been on the site 
for two years and said Monday he 
was “sure they don’t produce 
chemical weapons." One hundred 
and fifty-four people, including 
German, Polish. American, Bel- 
gian, British, and Arab, are emp- 
loyed at the plant. 

The U.S. company, Tyler, pro- 
vides the plant with equipment 
and so is a British company. 


Israel heads for early elections 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) . — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
government Tuesday appeared 
headed certainly for a downfall 
after a surprise announcement by 
a junior coalition partner that it 
wanted early elections. 

Mr. Shamir summoned the lea- 
ders of the five parties in the ruling 
coalition to fry and persuade them 
to delay the balloting by several 
months iq give him time to set a 
new economic course and to rec- 
over lost ground with the voters. 

Parliament was to decide later 
Tuesday when to vote on the pro- 


posed early elections bill. A pre- 
liminary vote could come as early 
as Thursday. The measure would 
then have to pass another three 
votes before being adopted. 

The announcement Monday 
night by the Tami Party, which has 
three members in parliament, that 
it favours an early election caught 
Mr. Shamir off balance. He is tra- 
iling in the polk to the opposition 
Labour Party and is uncertain 
over his own position as leader of 
the dominant Likud bloc. 

Tami leader Aharon Abu Hat- 
zeira said his party decided to back 


early elections because of the gov- 
ernment’s failure to check inf- 
lation. speeding toward a 300 per 
cent rate this year. Tami draws its 
support from the low-income gro- 
ups hurt most by rapidly rising pri- 
ces. 

“There is now apparently a par- 
liamentary majority in favour of 
new elections.” Education Min- 
ister Zevulun Hammer said 

Mr. Hammer said his National 
Religious Party did not think the 
time was particularly suitable for 
holding the poll but added: “Our 
position has become irrelevant.” 
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AW ACS planes in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Two United States radar surveillance 
aircraft have arrived in Egypt to assist in monitoring 
the tense Libyan-Egyptian-Sudanese borders, inf- 
ormed sources said. 


ermine attempts by the Khartoum 
government to settle the sec- 
essionist rebellion. 


Libya ones warning 


The decision to send the two 
Airborne Warning and Control 
Systems (AW ACS) aircraft came 
after intensive consultations bet- 
ween Cairo. Washington and 
Khartoum following a bombing 
raid by a Soviet-built TU-22 
bomber on Oradurman in Sudan 
last Friday. 

The United States, Egypt and 
Sudan have accused Libya of inv- 
olvement in the raid, in which at 
least five people died. 

Libya has denied the charge, 
but the official Libyan News Age- 
ncy said Tripoli supported a reb- 
ellion in southern Sudan and that 
attempts to topple the Sudanese- 
government were a "‘just and leg- 
itimate step”. 

U.S. State Department Spo- 
kesman Alan Romberg, implying 
that sending the AW ACS to' the 
region was a warning to Libya, 
said Monday the planes would 
take part in combined defence 
operations with Egypt and Sudan. 

In Khartoum, Egyptian and 
Sudanese military officials were 
reported working out details for a 
plan to install an air defence net- 


work as the Sudanese government 
launched a diplomatic offensive 
against Libya. 

At the United Nations, Sudan's 
representative called for a mee- 
ting of the Security Council to 
condemn what he called Libyan 
aggression. 

In Sudan, Minister of -State 
Mustafa Madani summoned Arab 
ambassadors to request the sup- 
port of their governments for his 
country at the United Nations, the 
Arab League and 'the Org- 
anisation of African Unity 
(OAU). 

The dispatch of the U.S. 
AW ACS planes to Egypt, for the 
third time in 13 months, und- 
erlines concern over possible Lib- 
yan threats to Sudanese President 
Jaafar Numein, a key ally of Cairo 
and Washington in the region. 

Southern Sudan has recently 
been the scene of fierce fighting 
between government troops and 
rebels. Khartoum has blamed 
Libya and Ethiopia of aiding the 
rebels, a charge both have denied. 

Sudanese officials have said 
Friday's raid was intended to und- 


Meanwhile, Libya has warned 
that its air force is capable of des- 
troying the two radar surveillance 
aircraft sent to Egypt this week by 
the United States. 

An armed forces statement 
quoted by the Libyan News Age- 
ncy JANA said that Washington's 
move announced Monday seemed 
to be designed in part to direct 
aggression against Libya. 

If these planes had been sent 
“to facilitate, prepare, cover or 
protect any form of aggression 
against Libya, we warn that the 
Libyan Arab Air Force is capable 
of intervening in the skies where 
these aircraft operate and... of 
reaching and destroying them,” 
the JANA report, received in 
London, said. 

JANA said the raid seemed “to 
have been a fabricated operation 
carried out with the knowledge 
and encouragement of America as 
a way of totally subjugating Egypt 
and Sudan to strategic American 
espionage. This is considered as 
flagrant aggression on the Arab 
Nation that ...threatens its ind- 
ependence.” 


Kuwait urges Iranian response to peace 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Kuwait 
Tuesday called on Iran to respond 
to efforts to stop its war with nei- 
ghbouring Iraq, and said the Gulf 
states remained ready to mediate 
in the conflict. 


that our mission is over.” 

“We are still at the disposal of 
Tehran if and when it decides that 
continuing this mission will serve 
to end the hostilities,” he added. 


“We sincerely call on nei- 
ghbouring Iran to opt for peace 
and respond to sincere requests to 
stop the drain on potentials which 
the Islamic and Arab World direly 
needs in its confrontation with its 
real enemies.” Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad A1 Sabah 
said. 


Mobilisation starts 


In a speech to an open session of 
the National Assembly, he praised 
Iraq lor its positive response to 
mediation efforts. Efforts to end 
the war. now in its fourth year, 
have been made by the United 
Nations, the Non-Aligned Mov- 
emenr.lhe Organisation of Islamic 
Conference and the Gulf Co- 
operation Council (GCC). 

But Iran has rejected all ove- 
rtures. insisting it will go on fig- 
hting until Baghdad agrees to pay 
billions of dollars in reparations 
and the government of Iraq is top- 
pled. 

Sheikh Sabah reiterated Kuw- 
ait's opposition to the war. saying: 
"We do not see any reasonable or 
acceptable justification for its con- 
tinuation." 

He also pointed to the “grave 
danger of an intervention by for- 
eign powers in the affairs of the 
region.” 

Iran has threatened to close the 
Gulf if Iraq disrupts its oil expons 
•while the United States, which has 
warships in the area, has pledged 
to keep it open. 

Sheikh Sabah said the GCC. 
which as well as Kuwait includes 
Saudi Arabia. Oman. Qatar. Bah- 
rain and the United Arab Emi- 
rates had made past efforts to end 
the war. “and we do not believe 


The Kuwaiti government has 
staned the implementation of a 
public mobilisation plan to app-* 1 
raise the war potentials of this 
Gulf state, the Defence Minister 
Sheikh Salem AJ Sabah was quo- 
ted as saying Tuesday. 

Sheikh Salem told the new- 
spaper AI Qabas that the plan 
“applies to both citizens and exp- 
atriates.” 

The disclosure was made as the 
parliament, the National Ass- 
embly. started a debate on the 
42-month-old Gulf war and its 
implications on the Guff region. 

This is the first public mob- 
ilisation plan in any of the Arab 
Gulf states who are geared to dev- 
eloping a joint defence strategy. 
KuwaiL along with its member- 
states in the Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar. 
Bahrain and Oman — are worried 
about the fallouts of the war par- 
ticularly as Iran repeatedly thr- 
eatens to block the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz at the southern outlet 
of their oil-tanker Gulf lane. 

Kuwait, which gained ind- 
ependence in 1961, borders Iraq 
by land and Iran by sea. 

According to the latest census. 
42 per cent of the country’s 1.6 
million population are Kuwaitis 
while the other 48 per cent are 
expatriates who belong to more 
than 100 different nationalities. 

Palestinians. Egyptians, Syr- 
ians. Iraqis. Lebanese. Pakistanis 
and Indians dominate the exp- 
atriate community. 


Sheikh Salem said the Man- 
power Administration at the army 
headquarters “recently started 
distributing public mobilisation 
forms to public and private sector 
institutions in the country." 

“The plan is aimed at evaluating 
the technical medical and eng- 
ineering cadres m the country as a 
prelude for calling them up in case 
of public mobilisation to defend 
the country," he added. 


Sheik Salem gave no further 
details about the mechanics and 
objectives of the plan, but Kuwaiti 
leaders have repeatedly voiced 
deep concern over the con- 
tinuation of the Gulf war. the pro- 
spects of its expansion and the 
possible intervention by the sup- 
erpowers in the Gulf in case the 
Hormuz was closed by Iran. 

Kuwait was also target of a ser- 
ies of bomb blasts on December 
1 2. A total of 25 defendants, mos- 
tly members of the Iranian- 
backed Islamic Da'awa Party have 
already been tried by the state 
security court and verdicts are 
scheduled to be handed down next 
T uesday. 

Sheikh Salem ruled out any cuts 
in the country’s defence budget as 
a result of diminishing Kuwaiti oQ 
income in view of the world mar- 
ket situation." Austerity measures 
can be applied in fields where pos- 
tponement is possible, but the 
country’s defence and security 
cannot be subject to austerity 
plans,” he said. 

He added that a number of 
naval units would shortly join the 
Kuwait Navy “with the aim of 
ensuring protection to the cou- 
ntry’s territorial waters.” 

The defence minister attended 
Monday the graduation of 207 
commanders, including 47 from 
the other five GCC countries. 



Syrian Vice-President Abdul- Halim Khaddam (left) 
and Saadi Arabia’s Ibrahim Massoud watch' pro- 


ceedings at the session of the Lebanese reconciliation 
conference in Lausanne (AP wire photo). 


Ceasefire holding in Souk AI Gharb 


SOUK AL GHARB, Lebanon 
(AP) — Despite the occasional 
crack of sniper fire, Lebanon’s 
fraying ceasefire is holding — at 
least for now — in this strategic 
mountain village where many bel- 
ieve the decisive battle for Beirut 
could be fought. 

While government troops and 
opposition militiamen resumed 
bloody clashes along Beirut’s 
Green Line” shortly after a cea- 
sefire was agreed to more than a 
week ago. only sporadic fire has 
been reported here. 

Lebanese army and mainly 
Druze Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) militiamen, who have for 
months engaged in heavy duels 
almost daily, are giving a breath of 
relief to several villages scattered 
nearby in the central Shouf mou- 
ntains. 

But military sources on both 
sides of the forested ridge are unc- 
ertain about how long such a fra- 
gile truce can last. 

Lebanese army officers and PSP 
militia commanders are exc- 
hanging angry accusations of vio- 
lating the ceasefire in the Souk AI 
Gharb areas, along with lough 


warning that sniping — which 
each side blames on the other — 
will draw strong retaliation. 

Observers here say they believe 
that if the fighting in the city spr- 
eads to this key mountain ridge, it 
would not only bury ongoing nat- 
ional reconciliation efforts, but it 
could also prompt a major PSP 
offensive aimed at capturing Souk 
AI Gharb. 

The scenic village only 15 kil- 
ometres southeast of Beirut — 
once a popular summer resort 
noted for healthy breezes and a 
splendid view stretching from 
Beirut's shore to the snow covered 
back of Mount Lebanon — stands 
as President Amin Gemayefs 
main military stronghold. 

Manned by the Lebanese a- 
rmy's Rth Brigade — one of the 
two major units still loyal to the 
president — Souk AI Gharb is also 
the symbol of Mr. Gernayers out- 
spoken determination to thwart 
attempts by opposition mflitiarnen 
seeking to move from the Shouf 
mountains into Christian- 
controlled villages just outside the 
capital. 


But the ridge, which has been a 
military zone since the Lebanese 
civil war broke out nine years ago, 
also poses a question of survival 
for Mr. Gemayel, since the Pre- 
sidential Palace in the suburb of 
Baabda and the Defence Ministry 
in nearby Yaxze would become a 
target difficult to miss if PSP bat- 
teries were installed in SoukAI 
Gharb. 

“Taking over Souk AI Gharb 
would be very easy. We could then 
walk to Beirut in a matter of min- 
utes,” said Nazem Malaeb, the 
33-year-old commander of a PSP- 
unit entrenched in Baissour, a 
devastated village facing the 
ridge’s southern slope: 

“The ceasefire is somewhat 
holding here despite provocations 
coming from the other side.” he 
said. “We arc expecting orders 
and we are prepared to take the 
ridge.” 

Officers in the Lebanese army, 
which has been receiving arms and 
training under a Lebanon-U.S. 
military agreement, maintain the 
government has military sup- 
eriority over the PSP. 


Israelis see new role for U.N. in Lebanon 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — ■ Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir met with a top United Nat- 
ions official on Monday and dis- 
cussed a possible expansion of the 
U.N. peacekeeping role in South 
Lebanon. Israeli officials said. 
Brian Urquhart,. U.N. und- 
ersecretary general. told reporters 
after the 30-minute meeting he 
was in favour of trying to expand, 
the territory the 6.000-man U.N. 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UN1- 
F1L) has been controlling since 
1978. 

“I think it’s very important chat 
we be available to try and do 
that,” Mr. Urquhart told reporters 
when asked about a broader U.N. 
mandate. 

An Israeli official who spoke on 
condition he not be named told 
reporters Mr. Shamir was against 
the U.N. force being responsible 
for anti-guerrilla patrols in South 
Lebanon after Israel withdrew its 
forces from the area. 

“Israel doesn't see UNIFILasa 


force to secure our northern bor- 
der. But ills interested in it being a 
buffer between our forces and 
those in the north as king as their 
isn’t any other arrangements” said 
the official. 

The official quoted Mr. Shamir 
as telling Mr. Urquhart. who is 
British, chat it would “not be good 
for UN1FIL troops to be on the 
Israeli border ... experience has 
taught us that they cannot stop 
terrorists.” However, Israel was 
not opposed to the U.N. force pro- 
tecring Palestinian refugee camps, 
the official said. 

Israel has been reinforcing a 
1 .50-man militia as a border pat- 
rol in South Lebanon to prevent 
Palestinian commandos inf- 
iltration and attacks after Israeli 
troops withdraw. 

Israeli officials have indicated 
the government was waiting to see 
if a stronger Lebanese central 
government emerged from the 
Lausanne reconciliation con- 
ference before deciding on a red- 


eployment of Israeli forces in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Urquhart said the political 
uncertainties rtiade it too. soon to 
predict what; role U.N. forces 
could play as peacekeepers in 
Lebanon. 

The Israeli official said Israel 
also was interested in U.N. sol- 
diers serving as a buffer between 
its forces and Syria's army in Leb- 
anon. But he said the idea was not 
discussed in detail. 

The current mandate of UNI- 
FIL. deployed south of the Litani 
River after Israels three-month 
occupation of South Lebanon in 
1978, is to maintain peace and 
help the' Lebanese government 
retake control of the area Israel 
withdrew from in 1978. 

The U.N. official told Mr. Sha- 
mir that U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar wanted to 
visit Israel for talks and the Israeli 
premier welcomed the idea, the 
Israeli official said. But he said no 
date was set for the visit. 


Cypriot foreign minister 
meets Perez de Cuellar 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar met for over an 
hour Monday with the foreign 
minister of Cyprus, continuing his 
new push to reopen talks over the 
divided island. 

Cypriot Foreign Minister Geo- 
rge lacovou said the secretary- 
- general's effort had reached “a 
sensitive phase,” but did not ind- 
icate whether he thought it would 
succeed. 

“One always likes to be a little 
bit hopeful at least,” Mr. lacovou 
told reporters after the meeting. 
But he added; “Things are at a 
very sensitive phase and I think 
nothing should be said that would 
prejudice the secreLary-generaTs 
efforts.” 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar reportedly 
is proposing that, to break the. 
deadlock m peace talks between 
the Greek and Turkish sides of the 
island, the Turkish-Cypriots fre- 
eze their unilateral declaration of 
independence issued last Nov- 
ember. 

The secretary-general also has 
asked the Turkish-Cypriots to 
agree to return what was formerly 
the Greek part of Farmagusta. a 
port city in southeastern Cyprus 
now under Turkish control. 

The Greek-Cypriot side of the 
island, which maintains the int- 
ernationally recognised gov- 
ernment.' reportedly has reacted 


favourably to Uie latest U.N. ini- 
tiative. 

Intercommunal talks on Cyp- 
rus, divided since the 1974 Tur- 
kish invasion, broke off last May. 
Reconciliation efforts suffered a 
■setback in November when 
Turkish-Cyprioi leader Rauf 
Deoktash issued a unilateral dec- 
laration of independence for his Jp 
side as the "Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus." 

The new government has been 
recognised only by Turkey, which 
maintains an estimated 25.000 
troops on the island. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar held len- 
gthy talks Friday with Mr. Den- 
ktash. who described the meeting 
as “constructive and usefuL" 

However. Mr. Denktash did not 
indicate whether the secretary- 
generals proposals to break the 
stalemate -would be acceptable to 
Turkish-Cypriots. 

The Cypriot foreign minister, 
who meets in Washington Tue- 
sday .with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz, said Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar briefed him on his talks 
with Mr. Denktash. 

Asked what he planned to dis- 
cuss with Mr. Shultz, Mr. lacovou ■ 
said: “-The thing l always talk 
about, and that is how the United 
States government can help the 
efforts for finding a solution to the 
Cyprus problem.”.He did not ela- 
borate. 


Denktash confirms U.N. 
seeking Varosha handover 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish Cyp- 
riot leader Rauf Denktash said 
Tuesday the United Nations had 
proposed that the Turkish Cyp- 
riots hand over the deserted town 
of Varosha as a way of getting a 
resumption of talks with Greek 
Cypriots. 

But he said this, coupled with 
the idea of freezing last Nov- 
ember’s Turkish Cypriot dec- 
laration of independence, was 
“unbalanced” in favour of the 
Greek Cypriot community. 

Mr. Denktash was speaking to 
newsmen before returning to the 
Turkish sector of Cyprus later 
Tuesday after talks last week in 
New York with U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

fie said he, was carrying a pro- 
posal from Mr; Perez de Cuellar 
which he~wou!d discuss with Tur- 
kish Cypriot leaders before rep- 
lying. 

He refused to give precise det- 
ails of the proposals, but said: 
“What he (Perez de Cuellar) 
wants is that (Varosha) be handed 
over to him. Then he will fix a time 
when be will ask Lhe Greeks to sit 
down at the negotiating table.” 

He said Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
would not hand over Varosha to 
the Greek Cypriots before neg- 
otiations had begun. 

V arosha is a Greek Cypriot tou- 
rist centre outside the port of Fan- 
agusta which has been controlled 
by the Turkish army since it inv- 
aded in 1974 following a Greek- 
backed coup and split Cyprus in 
two. 

Mr. Denktash said the Greek 
Cypriots were asking for its han- 


dover and the freezing of Turkish 
Cypriot independence as a con- 
dition for resuming talks between 
the two communities. . 

Asked what was proposed in * 
return for the Turkish Cypriots, he 
said: “Just to persuade the Greek 
Cypriots to get round the neg- 
otiating table, to avoid having 
Greek soldiers on the island and 
not to have the issue taken to the 
U.N. General Assembly.” 


According to unconfirmed rep- 
orts. Mr. Perez de Cuellar last 
month won Cyprus President Spy- 
ros Kyprianou’s agreement to res- 
ume talks if Mr. Denktash acc- 
epted the two conditions. 

But Mr. Denktash said he reg- 
arded the proposals, as “unb- 
. alanced” as they gave no. gua- 
rantee the Greek side would con- 
tinue talks. “You cannot chain 
them to the negotiating table. 
What if they quit two days later?" 
he asked. 

He said the proposals did not 
meet Turkish Cypriot demands 
the Greek side refrain from taking # 
its case to the U.N. General Ass- 
embly, where it has won ove- 
rwhelming support in the past. 

“They may not take the issue to 
the United Nations this time but 
they may ask for another place 
other than Varosha not to take it 
there the next time." 

Mr. Denktash said he did not 
understand what was meant by 
freezing last November’s dec- 
laration of independence, which 
has so far been recognised only by- 
mainland Turkey. He added there 
could be no turning back on the' 
independence decision. 
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* ‘'American Architecture: Innovation 
& Tradition" starts at l(H)0a.m. at the 
Faculty of Engineering and Technology. 
University of Iordan. 


Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 5 [760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities at 
Jordan. Jobs! AI QaTa (Citadel HiD). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 s-m. 
to 4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This in formation l r supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Quern Alia 
International Airport tel. (08) 53250, 
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Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
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*"Le Matsons Limousine* DesOngincS 
a Nos Jours”, by La SoticJc Det- 
hnographte starts at the French Cultural 
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* Children's paintings by the Orthodox 
School ax the Alia An Gallery. 


LECTURE 


* “Women in Islam" by Dr. Barbara 
Siowasscr. Cbairpenan of the Dep- 
artment of Arabic at George I own Uni- 
versity at 6:00 p.m. at the American 
Centre. 


ABC NEWS 


“ At tbe American Centre at 4:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. 


Lions Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 JO p-m. 

Lions Philadelphia Chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
tbe Ammon Hotel. 7 JO p.m. 
Phfladetpbta Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meet rap every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HoteL 2.00 p.m. 
Royal AutomobSe Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 015261. 
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* “Equisce dune Jeune femme sens 
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St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
J abal A mman. teL 24590. 

Church of tbe Anaandathn (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwdbdeh, 37440. 

De la Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Ann uncial Ion (Creek 
Onbodoa) Abdali, 23541, 
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eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian CatfaoHe Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

Armenian Onbodoa Church Ashrafieh, 
75261. 

SL Ephraim Church ^Syrian On bn dor) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Amman fademtiouai C&nrdt (Inter* 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shtneisani, 663249. 
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— Hodeidah Crown 

— Najran Zababia 

— Faria 

— Badr 

— Vishra Tej 

— Samira 

— Ingrita 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) ax your service. 
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Fofldore Marcum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to With 
centuries). Tbe Roman Theatre. 


0*15 Fair 

05:39 - — (Sunrise) Shuruq 

***** - Dhuhr 

I&JI -Asr 

— Maghreb 

**« -faha 


05:45 Cairo (RJ) 

06 35 - Larnaea. Frankfurt (LH) 

WM - Aqaba (RJ) 

08*00 Cairo (MS) 

08J0 - Athens (OA) 

*0*30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

HH55 Damascus, Rome (Alitalia) 

IlsOO Vienna. New York (RJ) 

liao Cairo (RJ) 

U*S5 Amsterdam (KLM) 

*2*00 London (RJ) 

«*» Cairo (RJ) 

*5:05 -. — Cairo (MS) 

I&40 Kuwait (KU)- 

15*58 Larnaea, Bucharest (Tamm) 

HfeSO - Jeddah (Saudia) 

*&00 Baghdad (IA) 

Kuwait Dhahran (RJ) 

. — Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

19:40 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:05 Cairo (MS) 

20:15 Baghdad (RJ) 

2fc30 Cairo (RJ) 

2tk30 Abu DhsbL Dubai (RJ) 

21:05 - Cairo (MS) 


Local selllbuy touts in fils 

Belgian franc ’68.8/ 69.2 

Dutch guilder 124.6/ 125.3 

Egyptian guinea - 317.6/ 321 

French banc .................. 45 AI 45.9 

Iraqi dinar ... 356/ 360 

Italian lire (for 100) ...... 22.7/ 22.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) I63.fi/ 164.6 

Kuwaiti dinar 12613/ 1266 

Lebanese lira 66.6/ 68 

Omani riyai 1068.3/ 1073 3 

Qatari riyai 101.4/ 101.9 

Saudi riyai 105.1/ 105.6 

Swedish crown 47.4/ 47.7 

Swiss (ranc 171/ 172 

Syrian lira 53.5/ S4.I 

UAE dirham 100.7/ 101.1 

U.K. sterling pound 532.7/ 535.9 

U.S. dollar 369.5/ 371.5 

W. German mark 140.7/ 1 41 5 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


An increase in temperature is expected, 
with medium and high clouds and eas- 
terly moderate winds. Tn Aqaba, winds 
win be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Lowlhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman »19 

Aqaba 12/26 

Deserts ... 4/JR 

Jordan Valley ..... 12/25 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman (7. Aqaba 24. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 47 per cent, Aqaba 32 
per cent. 


Ambulance 103.75111 

Pintaiil. fire, police 190 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 6611 1 1 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 142. 21111, 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 5*390-1 

Electric Power Co, 36361-2 

Municipal water service 71 125-8 

Queen Alia Int. Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 


HuskLo Medical Centre .. HI 381 3-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 44281-4 
AJciJch Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

MaOns. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Sbmeiiani 664171-4 

Shraeisaai Hospital 6*9131 

University Hospital 845R45 

Dar Al-Shif*. J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali ; 665292 

Al-Ahti. Abdali 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 77101-3 

AI- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 751 1 i 

Army. Marks 9161 1 

NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Muntfter Qreini 76258 

Nayroukh pharmacy 23672 

Oarweish pharmacy 2S091 

5th Circle pharmacy 812141 

Fajcz pharmacy 668888 

Nasal pharmacy 79233 

Barq uuu 413*9 

As/ our taxi 667079 

University taxi 661001 

Tareq taxi 23024 

Habi taxi 815406 

Shahid taxi 21091 

Briar taxi 92930 

IRBID 

Dr. Adnan Nasser 2418 

Magbamh pharmacy 2038 

ZARQAc 

Dr. Mahmoud AbduDah Abu Mahfouth 
AI Ra'fah pharmacy ( — ) 

GENERAL 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Hounnt 


25478 


Jordan Television 731 11 

Radio Jordan 74111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel com plaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone: 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Ovcneax calls 17 

Cable or telegram in 

Repair service jj 


MARKET PRICES 


!* 


Upper'Urwer price in fils per kg. 

Appk - -350/300 

Banana 280 / 240 

Banana (MuJuunmar) 240 1 210 

Beans 560 / 500 

Cabbage 60/40 

S'* 1 ** - 150/100 

Cauliflower (white) 100/ A0 

Chestnut ,-.4ft)/350 

Cucumber (toge) - 300/250 

Cucumber (smaO) 400/340 

Data 180/ ISO 

Eggplant (targe) 220/170 

Etgplant (small) — 230 / 200 

«** - .-. 400 1 300 

Oarlie 420/320 

Grapes (white) 700 1 600 


Grapes (black) 700 / 600 

Grapefruit 130 / ICO 

Guava 400 / 300 

Lemon 130/100 

Marrow (large) 400 / 350 

Marrow (small) -...600/500 

Mandarin — .... 230/200 

Olives 350 / 200 

Onion (dry) — — — 170 ; 140 


Okra : 150/ 100 

Oranges (Abu Surra) 300/250 

Owp (Shanutwni) 24 U / no 

Pears 500 / 450 

Pepper (sweet) - — 450 / 400 

■ Pepper (hw green) 880/800 

Potatoes - 200 / 1 70 

Taoprine 360 / 300 


r 


ArM 
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Jordan celebrates 


16 th anniversary of 
Karameh victory 


„V>*V 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan ota- 
cma- Wednesday the 16th aim- 
ivenuj otthe Battle of Kanunefa’ 
m wbkb ahfcvadjiiglsraeli arm- 
oured force, which bad awed the 
Jordan Ever, was defeated and 
forced.to retreat after sustaining 
hewycwnalHw 

• The battfc maarfeed the first Arab 
victor; over braid, following the 
June 1967 war. ' 


tunes about the battle wtQ be del* 
Ivered hy army officers, Bt». 
DsgbbtanI said. 

Later Friday, 1.060 young peo- 
ple wll organise a march to the 
monument while senior scouts wfli 
pftcha ooe day camp at Kafrain to 
merit the occasion. 

In the battle of Karameh. the 
Jordanian array fought «oa> 



• • • •• *• 


it was regarded as a turning rageously in defence ofSe tom-' 
point in the Arab* Israeli conflict, eland, shattering the mrtl of d* 
ance it came in the wake of the tavfodhffity oftl* feraeK army 
Arab jettmek In the previous year.- and infusing la the Arab Nation 
To -mart this o cc asi on , the Jor- ’ hope that it can and wfll achieve 
daman Armed Forces wffl hold a victory through the unity of its 


' ", if.;..'. . zvu. ..✓* 

■ - v^'r ] '■ - ' 

- :y^.a y '& <;>• - . y/ ; v- 


Prime Minister speaks on Jordanian-Palestinian relations 


‘Obeidat expresses hope on 
joint Arab stand to peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat 
Monday expressed the hope that there will be for- 
mulated solid and united Arab stance vis-a-vis the 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian efforts towards the 
peace issues in the area and the just Arab cause in 
Palestine. 


Hb Majesty King Hussein surveys the battlefield at Karameh which, 16 years ago today, resulted in 
victory over the Israelis (Petra photo) 


In a statement Mr. ‘Obeidat 
gave to AI Ra'i Arabic daily new- 
spaper, he said that the cohesion 
of the internal front in Jordan and 


East and said it had lost its cre- 
dibility as a mediator in the Mid- 
dle East conflict. 

On the Jordanian-Palestinian 


ce leb r a tion at the Unknown Sol- 
dier's Monument there to com- 
memorate the, soldiers who were 
killed in the defence of -their bom- 
eland. 

Brigadier Adnan Al.Daghistani 
from the Jordanian Armed Forces 
headquarters, said that the 
O»dnnaiid 0 >to^hief of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces Lt.-Gen. 


ranks and the mobfllsation of Arab 


Lab °w protocol with 
Oman nears conclusion 


The bottle took place around, the 
town of Karameh, east of the Jor- 
dan River and 15 kio metres north 
of the Dead Sea. 

brad is estimated to have lost 45 
tanks, 35 armoured vehicles, in 
addition to 1,000' men killed or 


Sharif Zaid Dm Shaker will lay a 'wounded, along with seven air- 
wreath at the monument where craft 

verseoof Koran will be recited. The Israeli invasion force was 
Large formations from the Jor- made to wi t hdra w under Ifre when 
Hon t«n Armed Forces wffl take Jordan turned down a ceaseflse 
part in the cdebratiocu whfle iec- cafl. 


Japan boosts UNRWA 
contribution by $500,000 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan has pledged 
,$8.5 million in cash to the United 
NationsRelief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) for 1984, an increase 
of $500,000 over its 1983 cash 
contribution. 

The 1984 contribution makes 
Japan the third largest contributor 
*lo UNRWA after the United Sta- 
tes and the European Community. 

In addition to its annual cash 
contribution. Japan usually pro- 
vides food commodities to the 


agency. 

Last year Japan donated flour 
valued at $3 million and paid the 
$1.5 million cost of transporting 
the flour to the Middle East. 

Including the 1984 cash con- 
tribution, Japan has contributed 
almost $90 million in cash and 
kind to UNRWA since the agency 
began operations in 1950. 

UNRWA relies on voluntary 
contributions, mainly from gov- 1 
era meats, to fund its education, 
health and relief programmes for 
Palestrae refugees. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Possibilities 
of concluding a bilateral man- 
power co-operation protocol bet- 
ween Jordan and Oman were dis- 
cussed Tuesday during a meeting 
held between Labour Minister 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber and the 
under-secretary of the Omani 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs, Mr. Araer Al House in, 
and his accompanying delegation. 

Or. Abdul Jaber outlined the 
scope of co-operation, saying that 
it will include vocational training, 
social security, public safety, pro- 
fessional health and the exchange 
of expertise. 

Meanwhile, Social Security 
Corporation Director-General 
Farhi Obeid met the Omani del- 
egation and explained to them 
Jordan's social security exp- 
eriment and the achievements of 
his department over the past four 


years. 

Mr. Obeid then outlined the 
benefits and rights received under 
the soda! security law for the 
215,000 people who are covered 
by its provisions. 

Mr. Obeid said that his dep- 
artment is planning to extend the 
guidelines of the law so that h cov- 
ers new categories of workers. 

Mr. Obeid expressed his dep- 
artment's preparedness to provide 
Oman with Jordanian expertise in 
this field to assist them in setting 
up a social security system in 
Oman. 

Later T uesday. Minister of Soc- 
ial Development Abdul Salam 
Kan a' an met the Omani del- 
egation and discussed with them 
means of bolstering joint co- 
operation in the field of social 
development and exchange of 
expertise between the two. cou- 
ntries. 


Public sector 
must refer 
computer tenders 
to 6 Obeidat 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministries i 
and public institutions must obtain 
prior personnel approval from the 
prime minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat 
before floating or awarding ten- 
ders with any local or foreign 
company for the supply of com- 
puters and their backup services. 

litis policy was contained in a 
communique issued Tuesday by 
the prime minister's office. 

The measure, Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said, comes in view 
of the government's decision to 
conduct a comprehensive study of 
the conditions prevailing in the 
computer industry in Jordan. 

This measure will be effective 
from Wednesday, the com- 
munique said. 


the developing of a productive relations. Mr. “Obeidat said “we 
economy, are the indispensable are m oving together in a joi me ff- 
basis on which Jordan's military ort to achieve our national goals, 
jrawer is based and than his power and we hope that our Arab bre- 
is able to defend the country and thren will support this stand and 
its solid stand in confronting for- understand its reality, 
thcom ing challenges. “ The issue is not as easy as some 

In response to a question about people think", Mr. ‘Obeidat mai- 
the implications of His Majesty n tained." it re quires intensive eff- 
King Hussein’s interview given to oris to remove all mis- 
the American CBS televison sta- understandings." 
tion Sunday. Mr. ‘Obeidat said: “I He added “we have no need to 
cannot add to what King Hussein talk about Arab disunity and dif- 
said: he is the highest authority in ferences. because concentrating 
the country and spoke with the on such issues does not help. It is 
utmost responsibility.” better to talk about positive issues 


Relations with U.S. 

Mr. ‘Obeidat said the Jordanian 
position as explained by the King 
is not new to the Americans to 
whom “we have been explaining 
this position for many years. 

“They know our position quite 
welT* and if some are inquiring 
about the timing of this statement, 
“we did not choose the timing to 
open this file they did: and all what 
the King lay down in his interview, 
is ihe summary of Jordan's views 
taken together." 

In the interview, the King cri- 
ticised U.S. policy in the Middle 


He added “we have no need to 
talk about Arab disunity and dif- 
ferences. because concentrating 
on such issues does not help. It is 
better to talk about positive issues 
and the possibility of achieving 
Arab solidarity". 

Asked if Jordan will try to keep 
away from the tendency towards 
polarisation in the Arab World. 
Mr. ‘Obeidat said “we only want 
and strive for one Arab axis and to 
try to gain Islamic and int- 
ernational support for our side**. 

Mr. ‘Obeidat expressed the 
hope that the United States. Eur- 
ope and the world would und- 
erstand the just Jordanian stand 
towards peace issues and said “we 
are aware that some people are 
willing to accentuate their dif- 
ferences with superpowers, tho- 
ugh we do not want any escalation. 


“What we wish to achieve is to 
gain the support of those countries 
for our stand which we have time 
and again made very clear”. 

Internal democracy 

Talking about the internal sit- 
uation, Mr. ‘Obeidat said that par- 
ties and pressure groups arc not 
amongst the subjects which will be 
raised to strengthen the con- 
sultation process and democratic 
participation. 

He added that there are how- 
ever platforms which can be dev- 
eloped to enhance the public deb- 
ate. 

He said Jordan is striving to 
develop its national press and inf- 
ormation departments which will 
contribute to the concept of par- 
ticipation, “for participation is not 
just limited to the parliament and 
politics, but extends to all fields'*. 



Ahmad ‘Obeidat 


Jordan, Iraq discuss ^ 
oil sector co-operation 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Talks on Ministry and Dr. Ibrahim Badnm, 
co-operatjoB in-the oil sector bet- .direct or^of energy at the Ministry 
ween Jordan and Iraq commenced of Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
here- Monday. ■- was the Minister JawadAl Aniani. 

Heading the Jordanian del- The Iraqi side to the talks was 
egation. which comprised Mr. led by the Iraqi Oil Minister 
Zaid Fariz. secretary-general of Qascm Taqi and grouped senior 
the National Planning Council officials from the Ministry of ODT 
(NCC), Mr. Adib Tahboub, the and the Iraqi National Oil Com- 
legal consultant at the Prime Min- party. 

istry. Dr. Fayez AlTarawneh, the Dr. Anani said after the raee- 

economic advisor at the Prime ting that his talks with the Iraqi 

officials were very successful and 



Shafiq: New higher education law due 


His Majesty King Hussein, flanked by Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad ‘Obeidat (right) and Commander- 
In-Chief of the Armed Forces Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid 


Shaker (left) visits the Ministry of Foreign Aff- 
airs where he watched civil defence exercises in act 


ion (Petra photo) 



conveyed the greetings of Prime 
Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat to his 
Iraqi counterpart, and reaffirmed 
Jordan's national position in sup- 
port of Iraq in the Gulf war with 
Iran. 

Later Monday, Dr. Anani met 
member of the Revolutionary 
Command Council and first 
Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, and the Iraqi Trade 
Minister Hassan Ali and discussed 
with them aspects of co-operation 
and ways of increasing the volume 
of trade between the two cou- 
ntries. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Queen Zein to visit Hussein orphanage 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Mother Zein Al Sharaf, 
the honorary president of Um Al Hussein Orphanage, will Wed- 
nesday patronise the Mother's Day celebration the chiMretfs 
home is organising. The orphanage has prepared a colourful 
programme which will be carried by the children, in the presence 
of a large number of people who are active in voluntary social 
work. 

‘Obeidat receives Jordanian envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat Tuesday 
received in his office Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament, 
Ahmad Al LawzL Mr. ‘Obeidat earlier Monday received Jordan's 
ambassador to Tunisia and Jordan's permanent representative at 
the Arab League, Mr. Nabih Al Niraer, and Dr. Naser Eddin Al 
Batayneh. the Jordanian ambassador to Romania. 

German fund to aid social work 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Social Development signed 
an agreement with the Conrad Adenauer Fund Tuesday whereby 

- the latter mU provide educational equipmentand tec hn ical exp- 
ertise and scholarships for social workers in Jordan. Signing the 
agreement, which will be implemented within the next three 
years, was Minister of Social Development Abdul Salam Kana'an, 

- and Dr. Michael Langie, representative of the Conrad Adenauer 
Fund in Jordan. 

Traders fined for breaking supply rules 

AMMAN (Petra) — Thirty one traders have been fined JD 40 
each by the military court for violating Ministry of Supply reg- 
ulations. The general military governor endorsed the sentences 
Tuesday. 


officials were very successful and m m m 

endly atmosphere. p wce in a £n- Kmg watches civil defence exercises 

Dr. Anani also said that he had ... 

conveyed the greetings of Prime AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty staff. these ministries in 


King Hussein, the supreme com- 
mander of the Jordanian Armed 
■Forces. Tuesday watched civil 
defence exercises currently being 
carried out at the various min- 
istries aud government ins- 
titutions in co -ope ration with the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. 

King Hussein started his tour 
with a visit to the Army hea- 
dquarters. where he was received 
by Lieutenant-General Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, the 
commander-in-chief of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces and Ll- 
Gen. Fatbi AbuTaleb. the chief of 


Administrative 
sciences council 
meeting opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Organisation' for Administrative 
Sciences (AOAS) Executive 
CounciT s 34th session of meetings 
started in Amman Monday att- 
ended by the director-general of 
AOAS. Dr. Nasser Sayegh. 

The four-days of meetings are 


staff. 

King Hussein' s tour took him to 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
and Transport and to the Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation 
where he listened to a briefing 
from officials there about the 
methods and measures adopted by 


these ministries in co-operation 
with the other departments and 
institutions and the’ Armed Forces 
Accompanying King Hussein 
on his tour were Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister Ahmad 
‘Obeidat and Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker. 


AMMAN J.T.) — The Higher 
Education Council has started 
drawing up a law to organise hig- 
her education in Jordan, Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily newspaper quo- 
ted secretary-general of the Hig- 
her Education Council Dr. Moh- 
ammad Nouri Shafiq as saying. 
Dr. Shafiq was replying to que- 
stions from the audience following 
a lecture he delivered Saturday at 
Professional Association's 
C&rhplex about higher education 
in Jordan. 

The lecture came in response to 
a request by the Arab University 
of Beirut's Alumni Club. 

Dr. Shafiq pointed out that one 
third of Jordan's population att- 
end schools and universities, bec- 
ause more than 800.000 of Jor- 
dan's population are below 15 
years of age. 

Dr. Shafiq then reviewed the 
present condition of higher edu- 
cation in Jordan and pointed out 
some improvements that could be 
made. 

He said students in our com- 
munity, study for various reasons, 
the most significant of which is 
that higher education is an eco- 


nomic investment either due to 
the financial reward that can be 
attained in a fast development 
country or due to the increase in 
social status a student can acquire 
as a result of obtaining a higher 
education certificate. 

This. Dr. Shafiq added, helps a 
degree holder to move freely bet- 
ween the various social classes, 
sipce all civil .service regulations 
base all promotions on ihe sci- 
entific requirements. 

The incentive which pushes stu- 
dents to pursue higher education. 



Dr. Mohammad Nouri Shafiq 


Children produce exciting little masterpieces 


By Meg Aba Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lining the walls of 
the Alia Art Gallery for the next 
couple of days are hundreds of 
lovely paintings by the children of 
the National Orthodox School. 
With their ages ranging from only 
1 2 to 1 5, these students, under the 
guidance of an master Halim Sar- 
raf. have produced some little 
masterpieces of creation in a var- 
iety of exciting media. 

For the most part, the paintings 
depict the traditional life of Jor- 
dan, the curious all seeing eye of 
the child never missing a thing. 
Take for example the eye of 


crowing cocks, titling whe- All the work has been bea- 
elbanows and frisky ponys pose in utifully and carefully drawn, but 
front of distant craggy mountains perhaps the geometrical designs, 
and a mosque. which glow with clear colours. 


being attended by delegations Lemma Arza (15) who has drawn 
representing all Arab member sta- a “ madaffa”. Not only has she 
teg. with the exception of Somalia managed to convey beautifully the 
which submitted an official apo- atmosphere of the scene with its 
logy for not attending. room full of men animated by 

Jordan was represented at the conversation and coffee, which is 
meetings by the director of the brewing in its pots in front of 
Institute of Public Adm- them, but she has included all the 
inistration. Abdullah Alayyan. details — the rabab, the different 
Presiding over the executive pieces of carpet the prayer mats 
council meetings is the head of the (you can see them sag ging) on the 
Iraqi delegation Salaheddin wall showing Mecca and Jer- 
Murad in his capacity as the pre- usalem. Nothing has been orat- 
sident of the Session. tied, it is all there in enchanting 

In a speech Mr. Murad del- detail 


logy for not attending. 

Jordan was represented at the 
meetings by the director of the 
Institute of Public Adm- 
inistration, Abdullah Alayyan. 

Presiding over the executive 
council meetings is the head of the 
Iraqi delegation Salaheddin 
Murad in his capacity as the pre- 
sident of the Session. 

In a speech Mr. Murad del- 
ivered at the opening session, he 
expressed his happiness at holding 
the meeting and said he hoped 
that the council's meetings would 
come up with constructive dec- 
isions capable of supporting and 
consolidating the progress of adm- 
inistrative development in the 
Arab World. 

Mr. Murad then reviewed the 
subjects listed on the council's 
agenda, which, he said, will inc- 
lude listening to reports on the 
achievements of the AOAS.' 


ART REVIEW 


Spontaneous and unaffected 
touches can be seen in all the pai- 
ntings whether they be the but- 
cher's shop with the pieces of pink 
meat hanging in the doorway, the 
village with its forest of television 
oriels, the dubke dancers and last 
but not least Motasem Ham- 
ameh’s. farm where fluffy sheep. 



One of the impressive exhibits produced by the pupils of the Orthodox 
School, a display of which is currently being shown at the Alia Art 
Gallery here (J.T. file photo) 


show just how seriously the stu- 
dents take their work. 

They also seem to enjoy exp- 
erimenting with different media 
— painting with stencils, printing 
with lino cuts and collages made 
with wood and fabric being the 
most conventional of the materials 
they have been encouraged to use. 
More unusual is the candle wax. 
with which one of the students has 
moulded a very attractive cock. 
Also the brightly coloured beads 
of various shapes and sizes 
(among the Smurfs, Snoopys and 
seagulls is a lovely peacock with a 
magnificent tail by Alia Zeid Rifai 
(14) the wool (especially nice is a 
hen with some chicks by Annie 
Drurian(14) the macaroni and the 
crushed egg shell. Finally the real 
fish scales, tiny transparent flakes 
which two students have used to 
cover their own drawings of lea- 
ping fish, are very effective. 

The exhibition runs until Thu- 
rsday March 22. 


American Residency 
Permits Lost 

1, George Hajjar and 
Badi'a Hajjar, announce 
the loss of American res- 
idency permits no. A37- 
616-753 and no. A37- 
616-752, and a social sec- 
urity card. 

. V • 

In case of finding them, 
kindly contact tel. no: 
73097 or the American 
Embassy, A reward will 
be given. 


should spring from the Islamic cul- 
ture of our society which considers 
education as one of the important 
bases of a truly Islamic system. 

We should regard education as 1 1 
an important resource up on 
which the society relies, since 
human society derives life from its 
educated people who are capable ' 
of overcoming challenges to soc- 
iety however great they are. Dr. 
Shafiq said. 

Dr. Shafiq said there are 15Q 
major subjects in which the cou- 
ntry is in need. 

Dr. Shafiq said there are nearly 

50.000 students attending com- 
munity colleges and universities in 
Jordan, in addition to some 

50.000 others attending uni- 
versities and educational ins- 
titutions abroad. 

These students, he added, are 
specialised in between 72 and 80 
majors subject areas out of the 
150 in which we are in need. 

Dr. Shafiq Went on to say that 
our .students must find out the- 
mselves what subjects are req- 
uired by society and should go on 
and study them, because detailed 
research has so far been carried 
out as to the society's future 
needs. 

Concluding his lecture. Dr. Sha- 
fiq urged all prospective students 
to pursue higher education in this 
country in order to remain fam- 
iliar with their culture and local 
environment. 



For duty free 
enquiries' please 
call tel: 23443, 
Amman 
Agents: G.M. 

KHOURY 
P.O. Box 306, 
Amman 








A role for the U.N. 

THE VISIT to the Middle East this week of United Nations 
Under-Secretary Brian Urquhart reminds us of the potential 
role the United Nations can and should play in trying to resolve 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. Among the topics Mr. Urquhart is 
discussing with governments in the region is the long-standing 
Arab proposal for an international conference to negotiate a 
peaceful resolution of the Arab- Israeli dispute. 

Tie United Nations is not a peripheral body to the issue. 
Israel claims that its legitimacy stems from the 1947 United 
Nations General Assembly partition plan that divided man- 
dated Palestine into Arab and Jewish state, with a separate, 
special status for Jerusalem. Though the Arabs rejected that 
plan when it was first mooted, they have come to accept the 
principle of the partition of Palestine in recent years, most 
formally at the 1982 Fez Arab summit. Though the concept of 
partition is accepted by the Arabs today, the details of a neg- 
otiated settlement clearly have to be worked out in face-to-face 
talks between the interested parties, most notably Israel, the 
Palestinians and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt. 

Yet the United States steadfastly refuses to aceept the idea 
of an international conference, because it feels this would give 
the Soviet Union a role in Middle East peace-making, a role the 
United States wishes to deny the Russians. 

This is shortsighted in the extreme, for if the Soviets are 
barred from playing a logical and constructive role in dip- 
lomatic efforts, they will only feel spurred on to play a negative 
role that enhances their standing with their special friends in 
the region. 

The forum afforded by the United Nations Security Council 
is unique, and should be reconsidered by all parties as the 
logical focal point of efforts to move ahead with a negotiation 
to resolve the Arab- Israeli dispute peacefully. Again, the Arab 
states have signalled their desire to use the mechanism of the 
United Nations to give both balance and international force and 
credibility to any future Arab-Israeli negotiation. The sooner 
the Americans and Israelis stop trying to dictate terms and 
means of a peace settlement, and accept the idea of using the 
United Nations for peaceful purposes, the more chance we see 
of breaking the present stalemate in the area. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: An ally of our enemy 

SINCE THE tripartite aggression against Egypt in 1956. the United 
Slates has taken the side of Israel, supporting its aggression against 
the Arabs and extending to it all forms of assistance to achieve 
Zionist goals in the Arab region. U.S. policy since 1956 has been 
geared to provide a cover-up for all Israel's atrocities and acts of 
aggression against neighbouring nations, including the recent inv- 
asion of Lebanon in 1 982. Ever since the 1956 aggression, the Arabs 
have been responsive to every peace initiative and every call for 
peace based on justice. And for this reason, the Arab countries have 
established relations with the United States based on understanding 
and common interests with the hope of achieving peace together. 

But since the Likud Party came to power in Israel everything has 
changed. The Israelis started escalating their building of settlements 
in the occupied Arab lands and the United States started to provide 
them with more and more power and material to enable them to 
achieve their goals. The United States obstructed all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions aimed at restoring the rights of the Palestinians in 
their homeland and most recently established a strategic alliance with 
Israel, thus enhancing its capability to strike at Arab countries and 
spreading its domination in the region. A review of the past events in 
the region proves the United States as an enemy of the Arabs and an 
ally of their enemy. 

Al Diistour: U.S. actions discredit it 


JORDAN. UNDER the leadership of His Majesty King Hussein, has 
maintained its efforts to establish justice and peace in the Middle 
East. Jordan has exerted all possible efforts for that peace and has 
contacted all the countries of the world including the United States to 
reach that goal. Yet. the United States has responded with more 
support for Israel and more assistance to the Zionist state to enable it 
to perpetuate its occupation of Arab lands. The United States has 
been distancing itself from the Arabs and siding with Israel in every 
way. and thus has caused the Arabs to lose faith in it. 

The United States has displayed support for and provided unl- 
imited assistance to Israel inde fiance of the Arabs and has covered up 
for its illegal actions before the world. Perhaps U.S.* total bias 
towards Israel is manifested in this election year with all the can- 
didates competing with one another to show their allegiance to 
Zionism by making promises to support Israel against the Arabs. 
Now that the United States has shown disregard for all principles, we 
are not surprised by any of its actions that can only discredit it before 
the world. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Pushed too far 


IN HIS interview with the U.S.. CBS television network King Hus- 
sein again focused the light on U.S. practices and policies in the 
Middle East region, outlining the contradiction between what the 
American leaders say and U.S. policies that appear before the world. 
He pointed out the commitments which the U.S. has made before the 
world community and its promises and pledges to establish peace, 
which contradict its veto at the U.N. Security Council which killed a 
resolution condemning Israel's settlements in the occupied Arab 
lands. 

Despite its endorsement of Resolution 242 and its declaration that 
the settlements constitute an “obstacle to peace" the U.S. continues 
to obstruct any council vote condemning the settlements as illegal 
and continues to extend support to Israel to build these settlements 
on "onfiscated Arab land. The U.S.' siding with Israel should have 
evoked the Arab countries' wrath ages ago. yet the Arabs preferred 
to have good relations with the U.S. in the hope that in time it would 
realise the facts abour the situation in the Middle East and would 
finally help establish a just peace. But the recent U.S. actions and its 
strategic alliance with Israel have destroyed all chances of that pro- 
spect. Jordan will never allow iis dignity to be compromised and will 
from now on find the sources for purchasing its arms to defend itself 
and its people. 


MIDDLE EAST HORIZON By Tara Bradford 

Violence can never achieve anything positive 


LONDON — One of the main 
topics of conversation is Queen 
Elizabeth's upcoming visit to 
Jordan early next week. Many 
Londoners are wondering 
aloud whether or not bombings 
— actual or threatened — will 
force cancellation of the 
Queen's travel plans, or at the 
very least, an increase in alr- 
eady elaborate security pre- 
cautions. 

Although Queen Elizabeth 
is not, of course, a political fig- 
ure. she is expected to be acc- 
ompanied by British Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe. 
Earlier this year, the foreign 
secretary toured several Mid- 
dle East countries, including 
Egypt. In Amman he is exp- 
ected to meet his Jordanian 
counterpart. Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri. 

Here in London a new wave 
of rumours regarding the Q- 
een’s flight being equipped 
with special weaponry capacity 
has again surfaced. This idea, 
which has been dismissed as 
rubbish by a Palace spo- 
kesperson. was first circulated 
last month through British 
press reports. As of Monday, 
March 19, the Foreign Office 


here is still insisting the 
Queen-'s visit will continue as 
scheduled, with arrival slated 
Monday morning, March 26. 

As for bomb scares, they are 
a very real concern here. Most 
recently. Saturday night, a 
bomb scare caused evacuation 
of a leading hotel — by coi- 
ncidence, the one in which I 
hsqjpen to be staying. 

1 was reading a Newsweek 
cover story, “Living with ter- 
ror: The human toll of political 
“violence", and thinking how 
the article concentrated mostly 
on obvious hotspots like Bei- 
rut, San Salvador and Northern 
Ireland, but skirted over bom T 
bings in major cities such as 
New York and London. The 
latter, a particular oversight, 
since London has been plagued 
with so many political bom- 
bings these past few months. 

Suddenly, a shrill, ear- 
deafening alarm pierced the 
silence. It took me a few sec- 
onds to get my bearings and 
realise that something was ter- 
ribly wrong. At first I assumed 
someone had by mistake set off 
a fire alarm, but when the wail 
of police sirens joined the ruc- 


kus. it appeared something bad 
was really happening. 

Grabbing my coat and han- 
dbag, l opened the door to find 
several other people, all with 
the same idea of “better safe 
than sorry". So we ran down 
the stair well designated “Fire 
Exit." Before we reached the 
ground floor, hotel security off- 
icials were announcing over the 
public address system that 
“patrons should please eva- 
cuate the hotel at once.” 

The police then cordoned off 
the area and directed that peo- 
ple ctoss to the street opposite 
the hotel. (The entire eva- 
cuation procedure was acc- 
omplished in as very calm, ord- 
erly manner). Hundreds of 
guests were standing around 
shivering in the chilly night air, 
many in nightclothes and wit- 
hout coats. Soon afterwards, 
hotel personnel, also without 
coats, asked everyone staying 
at the hotel to please go right 
away to another hotel on the 
next block. 

This normally sedate hotel 
lobby was overflowing with 
people, all talking 1 excitedly 
about the bomb scare and the 


business of the bar looked dec- 
idely brisk, with customers anx-^ 
ious to soothe their nerves. 

Meanwhile, back at the 
hotel, the police were busy 
conducting a search for the 
bomb in question. Within the 
hour, they either found no 
bomb or diffused it (depending 
upon whom you spoke with) 

and hotel management dee- 
med it safe for guests to return 
to their rooms. 

Speculation among hotel 
guests raised varied pos- 
sibilities that the bomb scare 
culprit was either: 

1. This was the latest in a 
series of bombings in London, 
allegedly connected with the 
Irish Republican Army; 

2. A warning by Israeli or 
Libyan dissendents to attempt 
to deter the Queen from going 
to Jordan: or (3) a cruel joke by 
some drunken person, pro- 
bably high on either the 
Wales- Engl and rugby match 
earlier that afternoon or an 
over-zealous celeb rator of Sl 
P atrick's day. 

It seems the only one who 
knows for certain is the person 
or persons responsible for the 


bomb threat But whether or 
not it was a hoax or an actual 
bomb which was quickly loc- 
ated and dismantled, it was ser- 
ious enough to disrupt lives of 
hundreds of people-for an hour 
or so, making all concerned 
more than a little uneasy in the 
process. Although, to their 
credit, I must say everyone rea- 
cted rather weak, seemingly 
taking it aD in stride. There was 
little, if any, panic or hysteria. 

Back to the news magazine 
article, I was thinking how 
often a journalist witnesses 
tragic events like those des- 
cribed in the story, but how 
rarely they experience them 
firsthand. Certainly, compared 
to those described in the art- 
icle. the bomb alert was a very 
mild incident. 

B ut the fact is that this sort of 
traumatic event is occurring all 
too often, all over the world. It 
seems no area is immune to 
these aggressive acts of ter- 
rorism and aggression. 

One British friend com- 
mented. “It is ironic that you 
came all the way from the Mid- 
dle East to be faced with a 
bomb scare here." He was ref- 


erring to the stereotypical imp- 
ression many Westerners have 
that most Middle East cou- 
ntries exist in a climate of vio- 
lence similar to Lebanon's. 

When 1 reminded him the 
Chinese president and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat had 
recently completed separate — 
and safe — journeys to Jordan, 
he replied, “Yes. that's the 
irony. You expect this sort of 
thiag to happen in the Middle 
East (although not necessarily 
Jordan), because there is so 
'much political turmoil. Yet 
London is supposed to be this 
sturdy rock of as place, rel- 
atively unaffected by anarchy 
and violence. 

Yet it is people refusing to 
discuss their differences, in eff- 
ect. closing the doors on each 
other that lead to anger and 
violence. Bombings and similar 
symptoms of such hatred are 
cowardly political statements, 
provoking high-level attention 
to a cause. But violence can 
never achieve anything pos- 
itive — because it is a senseless 
act of danger and destruction, 
mo matter in which part of the 
world it is manifested. 


U.S. aid helps finance Israeli settlement plans, Noor says 


Following are major excerpts from Her Majesty Queen Noor's speech 
at the World Affairs Council of Washington, D.C. The queen is 
currently on a lecture visit to the U.S. 


I DON 'T believe there is anyone, 
young or old. in the United States 
— or anywhere else, in fact — who 
is not moved by the absoluteness 
of these words set forth in Arne- • 
rica’s Declaration of Ind- 
ependence more than 200 years 
ago: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are cre- 
ated equal, that they are endowed 
by their creator with certain ina- 
lienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness." Since then, this dec- 
laration has served as an ins- 
piration to many peoples and 
many nations. Its principles bec- 
ame the flame carried by Pre- 
sident Wilson in his lonely crusade* 
on behalf of individual rights and 
world freedom almost 70 years 
ago. 

And in the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights, which 
was adopted in 1948 by the nat- 
ions of the world as a constitution 
for the people of the world, those 
same principles are defined in tong, 
detail, as a guide to the protection ' 
of every human right. We shall 
always take pride in the fact that 
one of the chief draftsmen of that 
noble document was an Arab. Dr. 
Charles Malik of Lebanon. I also 
share your pride in the fact that 
the other chief author was that 
great American humanitarian, 
Eleanor Roosevelt. 

I recall all this now because of 
my concern that, while they are 
cherished and staunchly protected 
here in the United States, the 
human rights of many other peo- 
ple are brazenly being violated 
throughout much of the rest of the 
world. To the leaders of many 
countries, who hold the power to 
determine the fate of people, the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights has become no more than a 
document signed and forgotten. f 
know that the American people 
are as concerned as we are. You 
do not hesitate to protest or act in 
defence of human abuse, should it- 
come to your attention: and you 
are particularly concerned when 
the foreign aid of your gov- 
ernment is seen to assist a country 
whose conduct shows disregard 
for such moral values. 

Israeli abuse 

In the Middle East, we have 
been seeing this happen. It may be 
that you are not aware of the ext- 
ent to which internationally acc- 
epted codes of human rights are 
being violated by a recipient of 
your support and one of your clo- 


sest friends in the region. I would 
like to bring to your attention 
today some of the disturbing facts 
of human abuse being endured by 
the Arab people living in the West 
Bank and Gaza, under the military 
occupation of the state of Israel. 
This disregard for the basic pri- 
nciple inherent in any democratic 
system may be puzzling to you. in 
view of the fact that here in Ame- 
rica Israel is regarded as the “bul- 
wark of democracy" in the Middle 
East. 

The plight which has befallen 
the 1.3 million Palestinian inh- 
abitants of the holy land since the 
Israeli occupation of June 1967 is 
a distressing account of deh- 
umanisation. 

I realise that wbat I have to tell 
you will sadden you. as it does me. 
These violations of the most basic 
human rights are not fiction, nor 
are they exaggerated. They are 
real life stories with real people as 
their yfcti'ms — and they must be 
told, ifibere is no aeed to remind 
you of the thousands of Pal- 
estinians. men, women and chi- 
ldren. who died — as did tho- 
usands of Lebanese — in Israel" s 
invasion of Lebanon. All of you, I 
am sure, saw the devastating hor- 
ror of that attack on your tel- 
evision screens, and no words can 
be more vivid than the unf- 
orgettable scenes we all watched, 
day after day. during that terrible 
time. That innocents are still dying 
in Lebanon is but the most recent 
consequence of Israel's militarism 
and political intransigence thr- 
ough the years. 

Secure here among the com- 
forts and political safeguards of 
the impressive American system, 
it may be difficult for you to realise 
and comprehend the enormity of 
this human tragedy. 

For many years, the Pal- 
estinians living in Lebanon's ref- 
ugee camps have been subjected 
to constant attacks by Israeli war- 
planes, and many have fallen vic- 
tim to the long-standing Israeli 
policy of aggression in the name of 
security. 

Indiscreet lies 

Thousands of innocent Arab 
civilians, who happened to get in 
the way of Israeli bombs and roc- 
kets. have suffered senseless death 
during the past two decades. 
While the Israeli government tells 
the world it is bombing “terrorist 
bases" or “guerrilla camps," rep- 
orts by impartial international 
authorities tell us who the victims 


the biased court of an occupying 
power. Also, the Arab economy 
has been forcibly integrated into 
the Israeli economy, and has bec- 
ome hostage to Israeli economic 
requirements. Over 80 percent of 
the West Bank's water resources 
have been siezed and diverted for 
Israeli use. Whole orchards and 
farmlands have been laid bare — 
ravaged by Israeli bulldozers or 
made barren from the lack of 
water. 

' U.N. condemnation 

The U.N^Security Council una- 
nimously adopted a resolution, 
supported by the United States, 
which deplored these flagrant vio- 
lations of human and national 
rights, and declared that all such 
transgressions were null and void 
and should be rescinded. Many 
similar resolutions were adopted 
in the years since 1967. all of 
which have been ignored by the 
occupation authorities. The illegal 
settlement programme has con- 
tinued unabated, accelerating 
every year and pushing the ter- 
ritories closer and closer to final 
annexation. By the fall of 1982. 
when the United Nations took up 
the matter once again. Israeli con- 
fiscation had reached a st- 
aggering 55 to 60 per cent of the 
total area of the West Bank. 

It is disturbing that a substantial 
portion of the $2.4 billion in ann- 
ual American aid to Israel is div- 
erted to finance Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank — an area that 
should be returned to the Pal- 
estinians as their homeland, free 
from Israeli control; an area that 
could become the middle ground 
of co-operation and co-existence 
between the countries of the reg- 
ion. it is disturbing — and also 
perplexing — when we remember 
that President Reagan's-iniliaiive 
called for this requirement as the 
basis for peace. 

Israel must realise that its sec- 
urity cannot be found in its illegal 
'occupation of land, in the exp- 
ansion and settlement on other 
people’s territory. Acquisition of 
territory is not security; it is per- 
manent provocation. If Israel is 
genuinely, interested in peace, it 
must put an end to its expansionist 
policy and recognise that others 
have right too, including that of 
self-determination and the chance 
to live in peace and dignity in their 
homes and lands. 

As radicalism grows in the reg- 
ion and polarisation becomes 
more firmly entrenched. Ame- 
rica's enormous material and str- 
ategic interests in that vital region 
would be certainly undermined, 
along with those of its Western all- 
ies. Thus, it behooves the United 


really are. it is deeply distressing 
to realise that much of America's 
generous aid to Israel has been 
grossly abused and mainly div- 
erted io underwrite Israel's mil- 
itary conq uest and occupation of a 
helpless and defenceless people. 

Less dramatic and seldom the 
subject of headlines in the press 
are the occupation practices that 
have been violating the human 
rights of the people living in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Israel has pursued systematic 
policies to make life untenable 
and unbearable for the inhabitants 
of the occupied territories. The list 
of the Israeli abuse of human 
rights is long: 

— The arbitrary expulsion of 
thousands of inhabitants from the 
West Bank and Gaz3. eliminating 
in the process the local leadership, 
which is essential to the social, 
economic and political mai- 
ntenance of any society. 

— The imprisonment and det- 
ention of thousands of people, in 
many cases without access to legal 
procedure. 

— The blowi ng up of homes and 
the imposition of heavy fines on 
family heads, as a deterrent to the 
resistance by members of the fam- 
ily to military occupation. 

— Collective punishment imp- 
osed on entire villages or refugee 
camps, including such degrading 
practices as forcing all the men of a 
village to squat on the ground in 
the open air for many hours, thr- 
ough the heat of the day or the 
cold of the night. 

— Constant harassment of the 
■inhabitants under occupation tra- 
velling through the West Bank 
and Gaza on their way to school, 
university or work, including hav- 
ing to spend hours at roadblocks 
set up by Israeli soldiers on heavily 
travelled main roads. In such cir- 
cumstances. even a chilcf s journey 
to school becomes a painful, tra- 
umatic ordeal. 

Violations of the human rights 
of the people under occupation 
extends to every aspect of their 
existence. It includes the can- 
cellation of the Jordanian school 
curriculum and the imposition of 
the Israeli curriculum which, 
among other things, teaches Arab 
students that Palestine is a Jewish 
land. UNESCO has unfailingly 
deplored this cultural ema- 
sculation. which creates a deep 
sense of frustration and und- 
ermines. Arab cultural heritage 
and values. 

Violations have also been 
committed against civil and rel- 
igious laws, and the transfer of 
Arab courts out of Jerusalem has 
forced the city's inhabitants into 


Uncle Sam suddenly gets humane 

By Salameh B. Ne’matt 


AM MAN — What is new today, is 
as old as history — it is war, but 
this time associated with an ironic 
question: Is there a good way and 
a bad way for killing a man? This 
question emanated from the rec- 
ently much-talked about bloody 
Iran- Iraq war and those strange, 
peculiar gases which suddenly 
came out from nowhere. 

Observers today agree that the 
dangerous escalation of the Iran- 
Iraq war, which has entered a new 
phase in its ferocity, has reached a 
point of no return, where the los- 
ing side would do anything to 
avoid defeat. 

The United States, now accuses 
Iraq of using chemical weapons, a 
faceless accusation which acc- 
ording to political observers hides 
either profound malice or an inc- 
urable naivete. 

Is it possible that heads of state. 


those who were once war pro- 
tagonists in the West or elsewhere, 
are so naive that they think some 
country fighting a war would sim- 
ply allow itself to be defeated just 
for Lhe sake of not using lethal 
weapons? It cannot be naivete on 
the part of the United States: it 
must be malice — sheer wic- 
kedness by those who today pre- 
ach peace and humanity, for- 
getting it is they who used to wipe 
out entire populated regions with 
gases, and bomb cities and villages 
with napalm, and. nonetheless, 
even atomic bombs. Does it so 
happen that some countries are 
more equal than otters? 

It is war that we should all con- 
demn and denounce, and it is war 
which should be prohibited by int- 
ernational law. not a certain kind 
of weapons. In other words, wars 
should be governed by law and not 
laws selectively applied to wars. If 
we assume that war has laws, then 
we could say there are weapons we 


can use and weapons we cannot 
use. In fact, war is a matter of int- 
erest, and we ail know the results 
of allowing those interests to pre- 
vail 

We have never come across 
such philanthropy on Was- 
hington's side before, when U.S. 
interests were at stake. While 
Washington (the greatest devil in 
the eyes of Khomeini) tended to 
take Iraq’s side two weeks ago. it 
now hurries to grant a generous 
boost to the Iranians (the madmen 
of God in U.S. eyes), who have 
dosed down schools and decided 
that children should not go back to 
school, because they are needed to 
detonate Iraqi land mines with 
their bodies. 

So it is easy to guess that this 
“fresh" U.S. support for Iran is 
not as innocent as it might look, 
and that Washington is probably 
trying to adjust its position tow- 
ards the Gulf war according to inf- 
ormation it has received to the eff- 


ect that one side is beginning to 
gain the upper hand in the 42- 
month-old war; one smile to Iraq 
here and another to Iran there., 
and whoever the winner may be in 
the end, bridges are open with 
both sides, anyway. 

Even though some might say 
that resorting to chemical wea- 
pons should be condemned, still 
there is no justification wha- 
tsoever that such condemnation 
should come from a country like 
the U.S.. which has resorted to 
nuclear, phosphorus, napalm and 
cluster bombs in its long history of 
aggression against people, the 
same weapons banned by int- 
ernational law. 

On the other hand, and in Iraq's 
case, chemical weapons might be 
the only deterrent for those mad- 
men who seek death as" the key to 
heaven"; because these weapons 
scare as much as they kill and def- 
orm. Perhaps, this could teach the 
Iranian fanatics a good lesson. 



States to play an active and det- 
ermined role in encouraging Israel 
on to the path of peace. The Uni- 
ted States is called upon to use its 
leverage on Israel, so that the lat- 
ter wiU heed the req uireraenis of a 
just and durable peace. 

As for the Arab side, we in Jor- 
dan, together with the ove- 
rwhelming majority of the Arab 
World, have demonstrated our 
willingness to make peace with 
Israel — if Israel is ready to give 
up its occupation of. Arab lands 
and accommodate Arab leg- 
itimate tights in the West Bank 
and Gaza. But instead of following 
this route towards peace, Israel 
seems to be heading in the other 
direction. In recent months. Israel 
has announced a new plan to upr- 
oot once again tens of thousands 
of Palestinian refugees from their 
camps in the West Bank, and to 
“resettle” them at sites furtiier 
east. This, we believe, will be a 
first step towards their expulsion 
from their homeland. May I add 
that some of these refugees have 
already been uprooted twice since 
1 948 from their homes and lands. 

U.S. loses credibility 

I have given you only the hig- 
hlights of the deplorable con- 
ditions of the people and land 
under Israeli occupation. Jordan 
has repeatedly sought the help of 
its friends, the United States in 
particular, to constrain Israel from 
further abuse. The United States 
must move to regain some of its 
credibility and moral standing 
among Arabs, who increasingly 
view America os ihe source of 
funding for Israel's policies of 
occupation and oppression. 

We have tried to understand the 
motivations behind Israel's act- 
ions. We appreciate that the Jew- 
ish people have suffered dis- 
crimination. abuse, programmes 
and agony in Europe, but we can- 
not understand how they can inf- 
lict similar treatment on the Arabs 


— their cousins, and the seed of 
their common patriarch, Abr- 
aham. 

We are bewildered by. and suf- 
fer daily from, the contradictions 
of an Israeli state that wishes to 
perpetuate in security the hum- 
anistic traditions of its Jewish her- 
itage, and still uses its military 
strength to annihilate the exi- 
stence and heritage of another 
people. 

Because of their terrible ordeals 
in the past, the Israelis may be so 
blindly committed to a concept of 
physical security — no matter how 
it is obtained — that they are una- 
ble to see the Arab hand of peace 
and brotherly co-existence when it 
is offered to them. 

This is where the friends of Isr- 
ael have a role to play. This is 
where you in America have an 
opportunity to show that your 
commitments to human rights, 
political moderation, personal 
freedoms and the peaceful res- 
olutions of conflicts ere living pri- 
nciples thar guide your great nat- 
ion and are the dynamic concepts 
by which your foreign policy 
arond the globe is shaped. 

You need to see that your gen- 
erous aid grants are not being used 
in the service of extremism and the 
denial of a people's fundamental 
human and political rights. You 
need to wield your influence in a 
more even-handed manner on 
both sides of the Arab- Israeli div- 
ide. You need to re- affirm to you- 
rselves, and to both Arabs and Isr- 
aelis. that you will neither tolerate 
nor finance the abuse of human 
rights, even if these abuses are 
perpetuated by a nation you con- 
sider a close friend. 

This was the underlying mes- 
sage of the American Revolution 

— that freedom was indivisible, 
and for all. Today, two centuries 
after the American Revolution. 
America is challenged again to 
re-affirm the principles of 1776. 
but this time in land far away. You 
are asked to affirm that freedom 
and national dignity are the bir- 
thright of Palestinians as well as 
Israelis, that security is a concept 
that is valid for both Israelis and 
Arabs, and that no people, in the 
Middle East or anywhere else in 
the world, has a monopoly on lib- 
erty and the pursuit of happiness. 

This is your challenge. This is 
our hope. We can only achieve it 
by working together for peace. 
The age we live in demands, more 
than ever before in history, that 
disputes not lead to war. and that 
the peace so vital to all of us end- 
ure as the lasting beacon of our 
future. 


LETTERS 


‘Repeated misconcept’ 


To the Editor: 

On return from travel to Europe I read an interesting article 
titled “Zarqa camp suffers from overcrowding, poor sanitation" 
in your newspaper (Jordan Time. March 14. 1984). I was sorry to 
see repeated the misconcept that the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) should have any overall responsibility 
for refugee camps in Jordan. 

UNRWA is an agency totally dependant on voluntary con- 
tributions, which provides certain services to all its registered 
refugees in the Middle East, regardless if the refugees live in 
camps or elsewhere. The agency operates in five fields: Gaza. 
Jordan (Ea$L Bank). Lebanon. Syria and West Bank. It provides 
education, health and relief services. 

UNRWA thus takes no responsibility for the administration of 
refugee camps, for the conditions of its streets, for sewerage 
systems, for overcrowding or for building regulations. Such mat- 
ters are solely the concern of the appropriate national authorities. 

P.O. HaBq vist. 

Director of UNRWA Affairs, 
Amman. 
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Israelis plot a temple to replace Al Aqsa Mosque 
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DATE: Like a finger, 

' The fruit of the palm 
was once thought to resemble 
the human finger, and. hence 
our word dale comes ultimately 
from dactylus, the Latin term 

forefinger". As all Ba>fc rea- 
ders know, the date palm was 
common in the Mediterranean 
region long ago. Its int- 
roduction into America .was 
due to the efforts of Spanish 
missionaries in the 18th cen- 
tury, who started seedlings in 
Mexico and elsewhere. 

CANDY: broken bits. 

. Until quite recent times we 
said, not just candyi but sugar 
candy, and the derivation of 
these words indicates that our 
confection must have always 
been oq the hard sideforcandy 
is airimaxelyfrora Sanskrit khl- 
anda which meant a piece of 
-something, or lump , sugar. 
These two words sarkara khU 
anda axe represented in Italian 
to form zncchero candi, our 
familiar sugar candy. 

ONION: related to a pearL 

In Latin the word union is 
translated as “oneness” or 
“muon 1 *. The word onion is 
derived from this Latin term. It . 
raxes its name because it con- J 
sists of a number of united lay- 
ers. There is also another int- j 
cresting analogy between 
onion and onion. The rustics 
about Rome not only used the 
word unio to mean onion, but 
they also thought it a suitable 
designation for a pearL And 
even today a cook will speak of 
“pearl onions** when she 
means the small, silvery-white 
variety. 

PARSLEY: at one time a 
crown of glory. 

Parsley may be high in vit- 
amin content, but today it is 
usually left uneaten as a dec- 
orative garnish for a meat dish. 
There was a time, however, in 
ancient Greece, that the victors 
in games were crowned in cha- * 
plets made of its leaves. The 
Greek word was petroseUoon, 
but by the time it reached Fra- 
nce it had become peresU, later 
giving us parsley. 

PEACHES: Persian apples. 

Any kind of fruit was a 
malum, or “apple", to the 
Romans. So when they saw the 
first peach imported from Per- 
sia, they called it Peracuni 
ma tnm i or** Persian apple,** the 
malum part was soon dropped, 
and Penfcum by many changes 
became peche in French and 
peach in English. So peaches 
are actually Persian apples. 

— Ahmad Jaber 


- By Grace Hataefl 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Militant lews here speak openly of 
their' {dans to destroy Ai Aqsa 
Mosque- and build on the site “a 
big Jewish temple ” 

On several occasions. I have 
.'gone to Haram Al- Sharif — for 
the MusBms the holiest site in Jer- 
usalem — and then joined groups 
of tourists before the western 
(waiting) wall, where Jews are 
praying. 1 listen as one Isreali 
guide tells his group: 

“One day we wOl buOd the 
Third Temple on this site,” and 
the indicates the Dome of the 
Rock and the Al Aqsa Mosque. 

“All the plans are drawn. Even 
the building materials are ready. 
They are hiddea in a secret place." 

. He adds that two yeshiva religious 
schools in Jerusalem are now tea- 
ching students bow to make ani- 
mal sacrifice, “so they will be 
ready once the temple is built.” 
Also, he says, in one Jewish rel- 
igious school, Yeshivat Ateret 
Cohanim (The Crown of the Pri- 
ests) — located in the Old City, 
nearby where we are standing. 
“They concentrate their studies 
entirely on the temple services, 
because our sages have taught us 
that neglecting to study the details 
of temple service is a sin” . He quo- 
tes Maityahu Hacohen, a dean at 
the the yeshiva, as saying: “We 
are ready to begin building the 
temple the moment we get the 
go-ahead from the Chief Rab- 
binate and the Israeli gov- 
ernment.” 

Also, in my strolls about the Old 
City. I learn from other sources 
that one Jewish immigrant, David 
Elbaum of Romania has been 
weaving for the last several years 
the pure linen that, be says, “will 
be needed to dress the priests of 
the Temple when it is built” His 
small workshop is one of several in 
the city where Jews are at work 
following instructions they have 
interpreted from traditional sou- 
rces. making the artifacts they bel- 
ieve will be used in the new tem- 
ple. 

On one visit to the western walk 
where Jews pray, I listen as an Isr- 
aeli guide, named Amin, tells pil- 
grims the Muslims, in addition to 
the two mosques on Haram Al 
Sharif built also a small domed 
edifice. “ in order to say that there 
is no more room here — and the- 
refore that the Jews would have 
difficulty in being able to erect a 
temple there. 

“Nevertheless,” he continues. 
“ there may be room there to erect 
a new temple, without disturbing 
the edifices there.” 

“Then, in that case,” a pilgrim 
asks, “you would not destroy the 
two mosques?’.’ . . .. . . 

“We might be able to let them 
stand,”- Amin continues. “We 
think we might build our temple 
and the Dome would not have to 
be disturbed. So, we are saying — 
Why not build a temple on this 
she. and then they could both exist 
— the mosque and the temple.” 

However, he continues “We 
would prefer a cleared site, free of 


the mosque. And h is possible 
that an Act of God will destroy 
the mosque — an earthquake or 
whatever. In this area,” he adds, 
“there are 400 million Arabs and 
only four million Jews, so it not so 
good that the Jews should do som- 
ething to destroy the mosque.” 

He himself is relying on the Act 
of God to level the area, he said, 
adding that u a geological fault 
which could cause an earthquake 
runs under this entire area.” Also, 
he points out that at one yeshiva.^ 
“they teach that the budding of 
the temple will be accompanied by 
an understanding by all the nat- 
ions that it is God's will.” 

Recently an ancient tunnel has 
been discovered which starts from 
the wailing wall and runs beneath 
the temple esplanade. This tunnel, 
according to Sheikh Muhammad 
Shakra, is “one of the most ven- 
erated holy places of Islam." The 
sheikh, director of Al Aqsa Mos- 
• que, is sure that “Jewish fanatics” 
are damaging the tunneL by the 
excavations, and other attempts 
to find remains of a Jewish temple. 

Sheikh Shakra told a press con- 
ference last fall that the Jews had 
found no indication a temple ever 
stood there. Recent Israeli arc- 
haeological excavations under the 
mosque, he said, had only brought 
to light relics from the Omayyad 
Abbasid and Ottoman eras. After 
a clash between Palestinians and 
Jews took place in the ancient 
tunnel, in which two persons were 
injured and 22 were arrested. 
Shakra called for a holy struggle to 
liberate “territory occupied by 
Israel and Islamic holy places.” 

One day, I talked with an Ame- 
rican. archaeologist, Gordon 
Franz, who has spent a year on 
digs in and near Jerusalem. He 
told me he had walked through the 
ancient tunnel. "It’s large enough 
so you can stand upright,” he told 
me. 

With the American arc- 
haeologist Gordon Franz as my 
guide, I visited a model city of Old 
Jerusalem in the Holy Land Hotel, 
(in the West sector of Jerusalem). 
This model indicates how the Holy 
City might have appeared in the 
time of Christ, or as the Israeli 
literature has it. at the time of the 
Second Temple. As we stand .bef- 
ore the model, Gordon Franz — 
who sometimes leads tours to this 
site — tells me: 

“This model was executed by 
Michael Avi-Yonah. who was a 
professor at Hebrew University. 
He died a couple of years ago. 
Avi-Yonah conceived how Jer- 
usalem might appear shortly bef- 
ore the temple’s destruction in 70 
A.D., by Titus, a Roman General. 

"In Jerusalem, there’s a big 
problem as to where the old walls 
actually stood.” Franz continues. 
“Of course the whole authenticity . 
of the site of the Holy Sepulcher is 
based on that one question, as to 
where were the walls. We go from 
the unknown to the known.” 

He then points to the area of the 
Jaffa Gate in the model. “That is 
the known area. That was the Cit- 
(del region. And there was a wall, 
called. the third wall, which came 


out from Jaffa Gate up to the Rus- 
sian compound today, the police 
barracks up in West Jerusalem, 
opposite to where the post office 
is. 

“This tower is called the Pse- 
phinos Tower, which is where Jos- 
eph os the Jewish historian says 
that from the top of that tower you 
can see the mountains of Arabia 
or Transjordan and the Med- 
iterranean sea. In one place he 
gives the height of that tower as 70 
cubic feet or 35 metres. And 
there's a bank building in that area 
which has the approximate height 
and from there you can see the 
Mediterranean on a clear day and 
the mountains of Arabia. So that is 
a known point there, the Pse- 
.' phinus Tower. There are scattered 
remains of the wall throughout the 
city. 

“Avi-Yonah built this model 
using basically two sources, arc- 
haeological remains and the wri- 
tten sources.” he continues. “For 
the written sources, Avi-Yonah 
ifres the Bible. Josephus, the Jew- 
ish historian, and the rabbinic sou- 
rces. And that is basically where 
he gets the dimensions for the 
temple, from rabbinic sources, 
they describe the length, and Jos- 
ephus also describes some of the 
lengths. 

“The most important aspect of 
this model — for me, at least — is 
that it gives us an idea of what 
Jerusalem looked like at the time 
of Christ. For New Testament stu- 
dies. it is very good.” 

Is there any evidence, 1 ask, that 
the temple was located where the 
designer put it in this model? That 
is, on the site where the Dome of 
the Rock and Al Aqsa stand 
today? 

“There’s no evidence either 
way, that it was there or that it was 
not there.” Franz says. He adds, 
some people “assume” that the 
temple was there. Did he mean. I 
ask, that Avi-Yonah, the one who 
did the model, made that ass- 
’ umption? 

“Yes. He made a couple of ass- 
umptions on this model, for var- 
ious reasons, politial and oth- 
erwise." 

Of course, 1 suggest, the Israelis 
were paying for the model. 

“Yes,” he replies. “And Avi- 
Yonah himself was an Israeli” 

“The theories are these." the 
archaeolgoisi continues. “The 
first one is that the temple is loc- 
ated where the Dome of the Rock 
is today. That is the traditional 
theory that most people hold to, 
either out of ignorance or because 
they think everyone believes it. 
And so these people (Zionists) 
say. ‘Well thafs got to go (the 
Dome of the Rock)’ and they say 
that it will go either by an Act of 
God like an earthquake or som- 
ebody is going to put some dyn- 
amite there. So either somebody is 
going to blow it up„ and I know 
who is going to it — (be refers to 
fanatical rabbi who lives in Heb- 
ron) or as 1 mentioned, some bel- 
ieve it wifl be destroyed by an ear- 
thquake. 

“The problem with the ear- 
thquake theory is that the Dome 
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Designer's view of the temple Jews are plotting to buDd after doing 
away with Ai Aqsa Mosque. 


of the Rock has withstood a aura- eight be is talking to religious lea- 
ber of earthquakes throughout the ders and they are talking about 
ages,” Franz says. “Every time their father Abraham and Jesus 
there’s an earthquake the AI Aqsa says to them.* You are of your fai- 
Mosque falls down, the Dome of her the devil.’ He doesn't mince 
the Rock doesn't. Because the any words with them, he goes right 
Dome of the Rock is considered a to the heart of the matter." 
perfectly architecturally designed Franz says of those who claim 
building. The number there is they are thb one seed of Abraham 
eight: eight pillars, eight sides — “know” without knowing. He 
eight eight all over, or eight- adds that the Christian Zionists 
sixteen, whatever. who want to destroy the mosque 

“So the earthquake is one idea, to build a temple are more than 
“Now I have no idea how the “fanatics. ’ — they are “eva- 
destructioD is going to happen, ngelical prophetic fanatics.” 

But it is goag to happen. There’s It is known that American Chr- 
going to be another temple there, istians. who are supportive of Zio- 
But how. who, when, where.-don’t nisra, are raising huge sums of 
ask me. money in the United States to 

“The second idea belongs to back the Jews who wish to build a 
Rabbi Goren (Israel's Ashkenazi temple on the site where the mos~ 
Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren). He que now stands. Christian Zio- 
places the temple just slightly nists, working hand- in-glove with 
north of the Dome of the Rock. Israeli Zionists, have formed a 
“The third idea is put forth by Faithful of the Temple Mount 
those who suggest the temple was Foundation, whose goal is the bui- 
located on the northern side of the Iding of the temple. A Christian 
platform. They suggest that the layman. Dr. Charles Monroe, ser- 
holy of holies is over near the ves as full time executive director 
Dome of the Spirit. I have pro- in the United States, while fund 
bleras with that idea, arc- raising is largely handled by Terry 
Ideologically. Reisenhuver. now of California, 

“The fourth idea is that the who made money in Oklahoma oil 
temple is already built — in the and Alaska land leasing, and dubs 
form of this great synagogue, one himself as “the new Nehemiah,” 
George V street, across from the chosen by God, he says, to build a 
Jerusalem Plaza hotel, and they Jewish temple, 
justify that by quoting some thing An Israeli named Stanley Gol- 
from Isaiah, where the question is dfoot serves as “foreign minister'’ 
asked, Where is my bouse? and of the Faithful of the Temple 
the people interpret it as it’s not on Mount. As regards Jews, who do 
the Temple Mount, it is som- not accept the divinity of Christ, 
ewhere else. And this idea has has- working in concert with Chr- 
icaily been presented by someone istians, who await the Second 
from Southwest Radio Church, Coming of Christ. Goldfoot told 
David Weber. an Israeli reporter. “I tell them 

“The fifth ■ idea was recently rhere is no dialogue. I make it 
presented by a woman from Haifa clear that 1 can't accept their views 
who immigrated from New Jersey, and they can’t accept mine. If t- 
And she says. ‘The Temple will be he/re prepared to help us openly, 
rebuilt on Ml Zion, but we do not then we’re prepared to accept it.” 
know where is Mt. Zion and we Christians in two centres, the 
are waiting for a sign from the Christian Embassy of Jerusalem 
Lord to tell us where is Mt. Zion and the Holy Land Institute, gen- 
before we rebuilt if. I don’t know^erally. are silent about - whether 
where she bases her information. I*, they support the activities of the 
think we know where Mt. Zion is. Faithful to the Temple Mount. I 


“But on the location of the tem- 
ple, you can’t say too much. It’s a 
big controversy. When I go on the 
Temple Mount. I like to show 
people the different things in the 
life of Christ, and how he used the 
geographical location he was in to 
convey spiritual truths. In John 


asked George Giacumakis. who 
beads the Holy Land Institute, a 
long established centre 
Giacumakis s!ays he does not 
believe in violent means, “but if 
they do it, and i|is there, that does 
not mean I wtilluot support it.” 

. — Arab News. Jeddah. 
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We wish mothers peace 
on their day of love 

By the Reverend Musa Adeli 

A HUNDRED-SIXTY centimetres tall 55 kilogrammes weight, 
blond, smiling and beautiful with her cigar. That is Mrs. S. Adeli, 
my moLher. 

Ask her her age, which is 70 years, and she will reply; "To be 
exact with you I am 14 years and two months.” Marvellous! She is 
giving the age of her heart, which has never grown old. 

My mother is the sort of person who loves, everyonfc. When 
sitting with young people she would read the coffee cups! She 
would tell the girls that one day soon they would find a tali 
handsome husband. The boys, she would tell, should soon find 
girls as beautiful as the moon itself... and so on and so forth. 

Living as she still does in Fuhais, she goes with some of her older 
friends to classes to learn skills and tasks taught by good young 
teachers. Sometimes, however, they do not do too much work, but 
instead they ask her to tell them stories. When she is away from 
the class they lament: * U is not interesting today, Mrs. Adeli is not 
here.’ 

My mother, like all good mothers, loves her family devotedly. 
She is totally dedicated to my good father with his beautiful open 
face and very handsome mousbtache. Sometimes he would com- 
plain that he is not content that he is all of 175 centimetres in. 
height and she is only 1 60 centimetres. “ Make a change." she calls 
out cheerfully, “find someone elsel” And that ends the matter. 

My mother loves her six sons and even more her four daughters. 
Between them they have given her 45 grandchildren, whom she 
also loves dearly. But above all she loves God. He is supreme, and 
with Him all others take second place. Many years ago she used to 
say the following prayer. “O God , may I ask you this favour? Lei 
one of ray sons become your priest.” My brother issa went to i he 
seminary but found it was not his vocation so he came away. My 
mother began her pleading with God again but this lime she added 
a real and hard sacrifice to her prayer. This way she felt that God 
would have to listen to her and grant what she wanted. Every day 
at noon during the hottest pan of the day, she would go into the 
fields, barefoot, and glean wheat. Every day she put aside some of 
the gleanings. Year after year this went on. It was during this time 
that I entered the seminary and she continued in this way to win 
for me the grace to persevere there and eventually become a 
priest. Many years later, whilst this daily sacrifice was still going 
on. 1 was ready for ordination to the priesthood. This was for my 
mother a time of tremendous joy- For my first Mass, I needed 
hosts. The hosts provided for me to consecrate on that wonderful 
occasion were those made from the wheat my mother Had gle- 
aned. It is not difficult to imagine the depth of feeling I exp- 
erienced as I offered my first Mass with such a tangible sign of my 
mother’s sacrifice present on the altar, and towards the end of that 
first Mass as I gave her Holy Communion using these same hosts. 

I suppose most of us could tell something beautiful about our 
mothers, for most mothers love, almost to folly, their children. 1 
see my mother as I see every mother, self-sacrificing, unselfish, 
loving everyone. 

' The Book of Eclesiasticus has some very beautiful things to say 
about mothers and wives. In chapter 26 you find: 

Happy the husband of a really good wife; 

The number of his days will be doubled. 

A perfect wife is the joy of her husband. 

He will live out the years of his life in peace... 

Rich or poor they will be glad of heart and cheer fid of face. 

Like the sun rising over the mountains is the beauty of a good wife 
In a well kepi house. 

St. Paul when writing to the Ephesians made startling com- 
parisons between Christ’s relations with his church and the rel- 
ationship between man and wife. In chapter five, writing of 
Christ’s love for the church he says: 

In the same way husbands must love their wives as they 
Love their own bodies. For a man to love his wife is to 
Love himself. For this reason a man must leave his father and 
Mother and cling to his wife. 

In chapter six. he speaks of the woman not as wife but as a 
..mother — exhorting parents not to drive their children to res- 
entment. Mother” s Day i&here. It seems appropriate to remember 
our own mothers on it. Mothers who are suffering the pain of 
separation from their families. Mothers who are bereaved and are 
mourning dead sons, husbands or daughters. Mothers carrying in 
their hearts aches and problems concerning their families. In all 
this we remember another mother, the mother of Jesus who 
suffered unspeakable agony all of which sprang from her mot- 
herhood. She who mothered Jesus for us is our mother also. Let us 
remember her on this Mother’s Day. 
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Egypt’s A1 Itihad 
ends visit with draw 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Egypt’s A1 Itihad soccer team 
and a Jordanian Ramtha-Wihdat aide drew 0-0 Tue- 
sday afternoon at the Sports City stadium in what 
turned out to be the most exciting match of the 
Egyptian’s week-long visit to Amman. 








Both teams had countless cha- 
nces of scoring but the goa- 
lkeepers were saviours of the day 
and were kept busy throughout 
the 90 minutes. 

The drama started in the eighth 
minute when Itihad* s defender. 
Mohammad Omar had a clear 
goal in from of him. only to kick 
the ball a few metres above goal. 

In the 30th minute, Egypt's Eid 
Ahmad hit the crossbar from a 
comer kick and the ball was ref- 
lected out. 

Mohammad Omar was oh the 
run again in the 44th minute. 
After receiving an excellent pass 
from his captain Adel Babili. he 
had only the Jordanian goalie to 
beat, but panicked and struck the 
ball just above goal. 

Ramtha — Wihdat also had 
their fair chance of attacks in the 
second half agains t a very det- 
ermined Idhad, who desperately 
needed a victory to end their visit. 

Wihdat's Nader Za’tar had a 
golden opportunity in rhe 8th 
minute of the second half. He pic- 
ked up a ball from Omar Ayyoub 
and Za'tar headed it low towards 


the Egyptian goal but unf- 
ommately for him the ball struck 
the goalie's foot and was out. 

Ai Shaqrawi playing for Ram- 
.tha — Wihdat had a brilliant att- 
empt later in the second half but 
was denied a definite scoring cha- 
nce by the acrobatic skills of Itihad 
goalie. 

The Jordanian team kept up the 
pressure to the last minute of the 
match. Id the 90th minute, they 
were awarded a free kick just out- 
side the penalty box. But Walid 
QandiTs shot was for too wide to 
end the game at 0-0. 

The Egyptians lost their tem- 
pers following the constant Jor- 
danian attacks in the second half, 
com mining fouls which resulted in 
the sending off of two Itihad pla- 
yers in the 68th and 90th minute 
of the match. 

Tuesday’s match concluded the 
playing visit of Egypt's first div- 
ision team (currently 3rd in the 
league) who came to Jordan at the 
invitation of Wihdat Football 
Club. They drew 1-1 with Wihdat 
and beat Ramtha 2-0 last week. 


Wenzel on track for World Cap title 


ZWIESEL West Germany (R) — 
Hanoi Wenzel of Liechtenstein 
called on all her experience to win 
the Zwiesel slalom Tuesday and 
boost her hopes of ending an ill- 
ustrious 1 3-year skiing career with 
a third World Cup crown. 

Wenzel, 27 who will retire after 
the final World Cup event of the 
season in Oslo this weekend, pro- 
duced a superb second run of 
47.23 seconds to finish with an 
overall time of one minute 31 .77. 

She squeezed out American 


Tamara McKinney by just under 
one-fifth of a second with Petrine 
Pelen of France third, almost a 
second behind. 

But more importantly for Wen- 
zel her rival for the overall World 
Cup title, Erika Hess of Swi- 
tzerland. finished sixth and gained 
no points under the complicated 
scoring system. 

With two races to go, Wenzel 
has now closed the gap on Hess 
from 26 to just nine points to eme- 
rge as favourite for the crown. 


FOR RENT 

Seven furnished and unfurnished apartments in one modem 
building of two categories: 

a) Consisting of two bedrooms, living, dining, kitchen and 
bath. 

b) One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bath. 

With central heating and telephone. 

Location: Between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Call Tel: 41443 


TODAY 

The grand opening of 

THE FIRST AUSTRIAN EXHIBITION 
IN JORDAN 

at the Regency Hotel 

in Vlu’ab Hall on 21-23 March 

THE TRIAD ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY IN 
AMMAN 

Tel. 671798 

Holds its first exhibition at the Regency Hotel in Mu’ab 
Hall to present the largest assortment of Austrian 
hand-made industries. 

HOUSEHOLD UTENSILS 
CHANDELIERS 
ELECTRIC TOOLS 

To enable you get acquainted with 
the elegant Austrian industries it has 
been decided to sell the things on 
display at competitive prices... 

Do not miss it please. 

The exhibition will be open from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
21, 22, 23 March 
Open invitation 





Fayez Bidew} of Ramtha- Wihdat (white shirt) delivers a back heel in an attempt to go past Itihad 
defence 

Aztec stadium in jeopardy as World Cup venue 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexico’s 
legendary Aztec stadium, sire of 
the 1 970 World Cup finals and the 
country’s best-equipped soccer 
arena, may not be available for the 
1986 finals. 

A spokesman for the organising 
Committee said Tuesday the own- 
ers of private boxes in the stadium 
refused a demand by the Int- 
ernational Football Federation 
(FIFA} that they put their 1 8.000 
seats at the disposal of the com- 
mittee. 

FIFA in 1970 persuaded the 
owners to give up their seats dur- 
ing the finals, but this time they 
insist on their right to use their 
property during the finals. 

Aztec stadium is a subsidiary of 
■the independent Televisa tel- 
evision network. 

“ It is uncertain now whether the 
dispute can be solved before 
FIFA, under its rules, must decide 
on which 12 stadiums to use," the 
spokesman said. 

The organising committee has 
asked for a postponement in 
FIFA's stadium selection, which 
was due to have taken place in 
early April, be added. 

A compromise worked out by 
Televisa, which would have given 
the proprietors the right to the 
seats for 50 per cent of the ticket 
price, was turned down by a box 
owners? poll last Friday. 


“We are putting that result bef- 
ore FIFA, and expect their res- 
ponse this week." the organising 
committee spokesman said. 

Rafael del CastiOo, President of 
the Mexican Football Federation 
and vice president of the org- 
anising committee, told Reuters in 
a recent interview that a university 
stadium would be used if the dis- 
pute could not be solved. 

“It would be sad,” he said. “The 
World Cup would not be the same 


without Aztec stadium, which is 
our best-known sports arena.” 

The spokesman said Tuesday 
the owners’ refusal could be a 
“political move" aimed at making 
FIFA stretch their rules and allow 
the private boxes in the 110,000- 
seat stadium to remain outside the 
control of the World Cup org- 
anisers. 

“A lot of heat has gone into the 
whole situation and it is difficult 
for all sides to back down now.” he 
said. 


Shriver has tough match against Wade 

ent when she popped a button on 
her blue tennis skirt. 

During the changeover she cha- 
nged skirts in a matter of seconds 
by wrapping a white one around 
her and deftly stepping out of the 
blue skirt. 

Other seeds to win Monday 
were Kathy Jordan of the U.S. and 
Helena Sukova of Cze- 
choslovakia. Jordan, seeded four, 
beat West German Bettina Bunge 
6-1, 7-5 and Sukova. the eighth 
seed, toppled American Julie 
Harrington 6-4. 6-2. 

The outstanding performance 
of the day came from 14-year-old 
American Melissa Gurney. Pla- 
ying in her first professional tou- 
rnament. she beat France's Sophie 
Amiach 6-3, 2-6, 6-1. 


DALLAS (R) — Second-seeded 
Pam Shriver was given a testing 
time by Britain’s Virginia Wade, 
17 years her senior, in the first 
round of the Dallas women's ten- 
nis tournament here Monday 
nighL 

Wade, the 1977 Wimbledon 
Champion and a two-times winner 
of the Dallas tournament, served 
strongly and varied her game to 
extend the American, who eve- 
ntually won 7-5, 6-4. 

“I enjoyed it but she looked a. 
bit bored," said Wade. “I’m just 
disappointed that I had to play 
someone as good as Pam in the 
first round.” 

Wade, clearly the favourite of 
the estimated crowd of 5,000, 
provided the day’s lightest mom- 


Tannadice may hold terrors for 
Rapid 1 Vienna in European Cup 


LONDON (R) — Tannadice 
Park, Dundee, lacks the splendour 
of Lisbon’s Estadio da Luz, Man- 
chester United' s Old Traffbrd and 
the Stadio Communale in Turin, 
but no soccer stadium in Europe 
will generate mote raw passion on 
Wednesday. 

At first sight. Australia's Rapid 
Vienna are likely to feel they have 
stepped back in time when they 
take the field to play Scottish 
Champions Dundee United in 
their European Cup quarter-final 
second-leg tie- 

in these days of all-seat sta- 
diums, luxury boxes, plush lounge 
bars and restaurants, the 22,250- 
capacity Tannadice is the old- 
fashioned type of football ground 
enjoyed by fans who still like the 
simple pleasures of standing on 
the open terraces munching a 
meat pie. 

The United-Rapid tie does not 
have the immediate appeal of Liv- 
erpool s meeting with Benfica in 
Portugal or Barcelona’s cup- 
winners' confrontation with Man- 
chester United, but it could be the 
game of the night in terms of sheer 
excitement. 

United, known as the ‘Tan- 
gerine Terrors' . lost 2-1 in the first 
leg in Vienna and Rapid will find 
that a tenuous advantage as the 
Scots bid to crown their first Cha- 
mpions' Cup campaign by rea- 
ching the semifinals. 

What is not old-fashioned about 
United is their style of play. Under 
manager Jim McLean they have 
become the most "continental" 
side in Britain — although that has 
not met with universal approval in 
the halftime pie queue. 

“Scottish supporters like to see 
the ball booted up the Park,” said 
McLean, who is also assistant 
manager of the national team 
under Jock Stein. “But that 
doesn't work in Europe ... if you 
pump the ball upfield you simply 
give it away.” 

Hans Krankl, who showed 
agaiD that the passing years have 
not taken the edge off his goal- 
scoring instinct when he netted the 
winner against Klangefun at the 
weekend, is fully aware of the task 
faring the Austrians at Tannadice. 

“Only someone who has exp- 
erienced the British steam-roller 
stytecanknow what the second leg 




in VI IHIIUN 

The graduates of the AHL1YYAH SCHOOL for Girls are 
holding a tea party in honour of M4SS MARY Harrison 
who spent 25 years of her life teaching in this school. 
She will be staying in Jordan for two weeks. The party 
will be held in the AHLIYYAH SCHOOL hall on Sunday 
25th at 5 p.m. 

if you are interested in attending please call one of the 
following numbers:- ^ 

42635 Mireille Abu Jaber 
818707 Sarnia Salfiti 
24872 The Ahliyyah School. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 
ZEHNI COMMERCIAL CONSULTANCY AND 
TRADE COMPANY REQUIRES AN 

executive secretary fluent in Arabic and English and 
able to type in both languages. Three years experience 
necessary. Good salary according to qualification. 
Kindly report personally to the company premises in 
the Commercial Housing Complex near the Ministry of 
Interior. Floor no. 12, wing no. 1. 

or telephone no: 677864, 673690 
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/llitalias new schedule 
starting S3 March . 


m 


Dep Amman 

Ait Rome 


jj 

Wednesday 

9.00 am. 

0 00 pm 
2 00 pro. 

Starring 30 September 

■ 

Sunday 

9 00 am 

000 pm. 
2.0 0 pm. 

Storting 00 September 


Alitalia more fashionable than ever 

Alitalia Boutique. 

You can shop Tor High Fashion in Uie sky Because our Alitalia 
Boutique will be featuring the most prestigious names 
around: Barristom. Ferragamo. Gianni Versace, Trussardi. 
VaJemino. These are names that are found in the most exclusive 
shops in Rome. Paris. London. New York. Tokyo.. . 

Names that have taken the words "made in Italy” and made 
them synonymous with elegance. We're offering a beautiful 
selection of their accessories at special prices for all of our 
intercontinental and Internationa] passengers. Alitalia 
Boutique Think or it as High Fashion at thousands feet 
of altitude 

For further In format ion contact 
Alitalia General Sales Agent; 

Terra Sane la Tourist Co. Ltd . 

Tel. 25207 - 36038 or vour nearest Travel Agent 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1. Deluxe furnished apartment consisting of three bed- 
rooms, three bathrooms, salon, dining room, sitting 
room, maid room, modem kitchen and closed-in 
verandas. 

Location; Near AI-Burj Hotel - Al-Shmila School 
Street , Shmeisani. 

Please call tel; 819500 



APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

-1. Ground floor at AI Rashid residential area, dining 
hall, sitting room, kitchen and two bathrooms, with 
central heating. 

2. Second floor apartment, located at Jabal Hussein, 
opposite College de la Salle, consisting of two bed- 
rooms, salon, dining hall, kitchen and bathroom, 
with large balcony, central heating and telephone. 

Both apartments can be rented furnished or unf- 
urnished. 

Please call tel: 667785, daily between 4-6 p.m. 


will be like," he said before the 
first game. “They’ll ay to overrun 
us and if we‘ve nothing to fallback 
on our European Cup dreams 
could be destroyed within minutes 
in Dundee.” 

While United should find the 
one-goal deficit well within their 
capabilities, Benfica will have 
more trouble overcoming the 
same disadvantage against Liv- 
erpool* s crack-squad of battle- 
hardened European veterans in 
Lisbon. 

The three times winners were 
knocked off their customary perch 
at the top of the first division by 
Manchester United at the wee- 
kend and that will only strengthen 
their resolve to make further pro- 
gress in Europe. 

Benfica Tattled seven past Far- 
ense on Saturday to take their 
goal-tally to 60 in 22 games. But 
they do not build defences in Por- 
tugal the way they do on Mer- 
seyside and the Portuguese cha- 
mpions may huff and puff without 
knocking Liverpool down. 

Italian hopes Roma have no 
such problems. Having outclassed 
Dynamo Berlin 3-0 in the Oly- 
mpic stadium — which will stage 
the champions' final on May 30 — 
the three-day trip to East Ger- 
many for the return will be but a 
minor inconvenience to the Rom- 
ans. 

Friday's semifinal draw should 
be completed by Romania's Din- 
amo Bucharest, who have grown 
in confidence since .ending Ham- 
burg’s brief reign as champions in 
the second round. 

The Romanians drew 1-1 aga- 
inst Dynamo Minsk in Tbilisi, Sov- 
iet Georgia, in the first leg and 
they will start firm favourites to 
complete the job in Bucharest. 

The lingering appeal of Bar- 
celona and the appearance of 
Diego Maradona should attract a 
capacity crowd of 58,000 to Old 
Trafford as Manchester United 
bid to overturn the Spaniards' 2-0 
first-leg advantage in the Cup- 
winners' Cup. 

United swept to the top of the 
English first division by trouncing 
Arsenal 4-0 on Saturday in a 
cavalier-style which recalled 
memories of those beady days of 
the “three Buccaneers” Goerge 
Best, Denis Law and Bobby Cha- 
rlton. 

But the uncompromising Bar- 
celona defence is undoubtedly a 
more formidable barrier and Uni- 


ted will have to make the most of 
the few’ chances which will come 
their way if they are to survive. 

Cupwinners’ holders Abe- 
rdeen, who also face a 2-0 deficit 
against Hungary’s Ujpest Dozsa, 
will be hoping their talented att- 
ackers — who gave a passable imi- 
tation of the ‘Keystone Cops’ in 
Budapest — have rediscovered 
their goal touch. 

The Scots would have returned 
home with a 5-2 lead had they not 
squandered a series of gilt-edged 
opportunities in the firs; leg, lea- 
ding manager Alex Ferguson to 
comment ‘suicide’ and draw a fin- 
ger across his throat. 

Italian league leaders Juvemus 
will take another step nearer the 
Cupwinners' final in Basle on May 
16 when they meet Finland's Val- 
kea Haka in Turin. 

Juventus, determined to exo- 
rcise the memory of last season's 
Champions^ Cup final disaster 
against Hamburg in Athens, hold 
a 1-0 advantage and the luck^ 
Finns may find themselves being 
used as target practice. 

If all goes according to form — 
and the carpet of shredded betting 
slips on any bookmaker's floor 
suggests it seldom does — Bar- 
celona, Juventus and Aberdeen 
should be joined in the semifinals 
by Soviet cup winners Donetsk. 

They trail Portugal's Porto 3-2 
and will feel more than confident- 
of wiping out that disadvantage in 
Tbilisi. 

UEFA Cup holders Anderlecht 
meet the third surviving Soviet 
team in Europe, Moscow Spartak. 
The Belgians built up a 4-2 lead in 
the first-leg but the Muscovites 
are far from down and out and 
those two away goals could prove 
crucial. 

England's two representatives, 
Tottenham and Nottingham For- 
est. both visit Austria with slender 
first-leg advantages. 

Tottenham, who lead Austria 
Vienna 2-0, have tended to look 
very good or'very bad this season 
and Hungarian Trbor Nyilasi and 
midfield general Herbert Pro- 
haska may pose the Londoners' 
fragile defence too many awkward 
questions. 

Forest, European Cup winners 
in 1979 and 1980, lead Sturm 
Graz 1-0 but are unbeaten in 
seven UEFA ties and will start 
narrow favourites to mount a suc- 
cessful rearguard action and reach 
the last four. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

A house maid to work with a small family full day 
or halfday. 

Please contact tel: No. 670311 


FOR RENT 

One/two/three bedroom deluxe ‘furnished apartments 
available on main University of Jordan Road, after 
Hotel Jerusalem. 

Contact: 664318 


WANTED 


1. WeU*qualified secretary. Arabic and good command 
of English essential. Telex and typing. Females pre- 
ferred. Accommodation available. 

2. Salesman for foodstuffs and consumer products. 
Good experience in Jordan market essential and 
preferably with Jordanian driving licence. Acc- 
ommodation available. 

■- Contact: 664318 -■ — 


BRITISH EMBASSY 

Consular and Visa Section 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The consular and visa section of the British Embassy, 
Amman will be closed to the public on Monday, March 
26. 

Visitors to the United Kingdom, proposing to travel on 
March 27, are strongly advised to apply for visa no later 
than March 22. 
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Indian strike turns critical 


NEW DELHI' (R) — A national 
dock strike which has paralysed 
India's ports for five days entered 
a critical phase Tuesday as the 
navy intervened to move essential 
supplies. 

Leaders of the 300,000 striking- 
workers said they had gained fur- 
ther support from "other Indian 
trade unions, while a shipping 
ministry spokesman told Reuters 
more than 160 ships were waiting 
to off-load vital fuel, raw materials 
and grain. 

Port officials in neighbouring 
Pakistan, Colombo and Ban- 
gladesh were braced for an influx 
of vessels diverted from the major 
strike-bound ports of Bombay, 
Madras, Calcutta and Cochin. 

Indian navy personnel manned 
tugs to bring coal ashore at Tut- 
teorin in the southern state of 
Tamil Nadn for the port’s thermal 
power station, union officials said. 

Although Bombay union leader 
Mr. S.R. KuDcarni said essential 
services were exempted from the 
strike, Mr. Anthony PiDay, leader 
of 1 5,000 Madras dockers, said he 
strongly disagreed with the navy's 
intervention. 


• “If the government recruits bla- 
cklegs, we will be up in arms,” be 
told Reuters. 

Both government and unions 
have hardened their stands, each 
saying ft is willing to resume wage 
talks if the other side makes the 
first move. Neither appears willing 
to do so. - 

Government and trade sources 
said the strike has hit food supplies 
in southern India and disrupted 
exports. 

Shipping ministry sources told 
Reuters more than 100,000 ton- 
nes of rice from Burma and Tha- 
iland is being held up by the strike. 
Some of the rice was intended for 
southern states severely affected 
by drought hi 1982. 

Shipping companies, anxious to 
avoid the steadily growing bot- 
tleneck at Indian ports, are div- 
erting cargoes to neighbouring 
countries. 

PTI quoted Indian dock wor- 
kers’ leaders as saying about 
15,000 civilian workers in Bom- 
bay’s naval yard and 10,000 print 
workers bad sent messages of sup- 
port 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares closed higher in moderate trading, with 
sentiment buoyant following the U.K. budget, dealers said. Mon- 
day' s declines were said by dealers to be overdone and at 1 500 the 
F.T. 30 index was up 13.1 to a record 896.2 while the F.T.-S.E. 
100 index at 1530 gained 14.9 to 1124.6. ' 

Glaxo was at 655 after 660, Hawker Siddely firmed 1 2p to 422, 
IC1 was 6p up at 6 1 8 and Beecham rose 7p to 335. P and O added 
lOp to 3 14 after 317 on Monday’s higher results. 

Government bonds firmed by around Vs point helped by the 
' flash forecast of first quarter U.S. GNP which was slightly above 
expectations. Golds and North Americans were mixed. 

Willis Faber fell 1 2p to 742 after 737 following full year results 
below expectations. Sedgwick group added 9p to 256 on Mon- 
day’s settlement of an Australian bushfire suit. 

j-Bibby was 1 3p higher at 408 after annual results and a one for 
two subscription. Burton group was unchanged ax 273 after half 
year figures within expectations. Alexanders discount rose 5p to 
595 after the Mercantile House offer was declared unconditioned. 

Among oils B.P. finned lOp to 476 and Ultramar rose 5p to 
714. Banks recouped some of Monday's losses with Barclays up 
Sp to 527 and Midland up the same amount to 389. BICC was 8p 
higher at 288 ahead of Wednesday’s annual figures. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 1.437A«0 - * 

One U.S. dollar 1 2760/63 

2.6335/45 
2.9720/30 
2.1608/18 
53.80/85 
8.1110/60 
1633.00/1634.00 
225.63/73 
7.7950/8050 
7.5700/5800 
9.6250/6400 

One ounce of gold 393 .30/393.80 


U.S: dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'I wrote a book about a fittie bear who tells scary 
stories. I call it 'Winnie The Poe/ " 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


GUNTS 
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■■ 



OGGREi 



mmm 
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THE PESSIMIST HUNS 
AROUNP7HE DELI- 
CATESSEN LOOKING 
FOR THfS. 

k / 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

■•aw 


THE THUG 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: ARBOR 
Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FLOUT - BUREAU ; LOCKET 


If you're suffering from l 
best not do this— TALK A: 


litfoy you’d 


U.S. banks raise prime lending rate 


NEW YORK (R) — Major American banks Monday 
raised their prime lending rate to il.5 percent from 
. 11 per cent as businesses and the government faced 
the prospect of competing for credit in a tighter 
market. 


News of the increase, the first 
since early last August, sent prices 
sharply lower on the Wall Street 
stock exchanges, but other mar- 
kets seemed to shrug off the inc- 
rease. . 

The First National Bank of Chi- 
cago began the move to a higher 
prime, which is the interest rate 
banks charge their most cre- 
ditworthy corporate barrowers. 

Other banks quickly followed 
the First Chicago move, including 
Continental 111 in o is. Citibank, 
Bankers Trust. Chemical Bank, 
Manufacturers Hanover and 
Chase. Manhattan. 

Analysts said the move to a hig- 
her prime bad been widely exp- 
ected and had already been dealt 
with by most investors. 

Experts have been predicting 
interest rate increases ever since 
the extent of the 1985 federal 
budget deficit, now estimated at 
5180 billion, became kn'own. 

The deficiL will force the gov- 
ernment to compete with bus- 
inesses, which need to expand 
their capacity to keep up with the 
general economic recovery for the 
limited supply of credit. 

There have also been fears that 


the Federal Reserve Board (Fed) 
the central bank, is tightening cre- 
dit to avoid a resurgence of inf- 
lation as the economy continues to 
grow strongly. 

Meanwhile, the White House 
Monday urged the Fed to permit 
enough monetary expansion to 
provide non-inflationary growth 
in the U.S. economy. 

Spokesman Larry Speakes said: 
“The best news to keep the rec- 
overy going and to get interest 
rates coming down would be for 
Congress to adopt the president's 
deficit reduction package and for 
the Fed to allow sufficient mon- 
etary expansion to ensure non- 
inflationary growth.” 

He refused to say whether the 
administration feared that the Fed 
might be preparing to restrict cre- 
dit during the current U.S. ele- 
ction year. 

The Fed said last month it 
would leave its target range for the 
M-l money supply, including cash 
in circulation and on-demand 
deposits in banks and savings ins- 
titutions. unchanged at an annual 
growth rate of four to eight per 
cent. 

It cut the range for M-2. a bro- 


ader measure of money including 
dollars held abroad, to six to nine 
per cent from 6.5 to 9.5 per cent. 

The Fed, whose policy-making 
open market committee is to meet 
next Monday, has said it considers 
M-2 more important than M-l in 
setting credit policy. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Don- 
ald Regan recently said the rate of 
money growth was sufficient. 
Asked about that statement. Mr. 
Speakes said: “I do not think I 
want to repeat that today.” 

He said there was no cause for 
alarm over Monday's increase by 
major banks in the prime lending 
race. 

“There is little reason to think 
the increase today will hamper the 
recovery.' 1 he said. 

Fed sources said several central 
bank policymakers feared that 
Congress might not agree during 
the election year on a significant 
package to reduce big U.S. budget 
deficits. These are projected at 
about 5 1 80 billion for the next few 
years. 

President Reagan and con- 
gressional leaders of his Rep- 
ublican Party last Thursday ann- 
ounced agreement on a deficit cut- 
ting package designed to save 
£150 billion over three years, but 
its fate in Congress remains unc- 
ertain. 

On the other hand, the deficit in 
the U.S. current account, the bro- 
adest measure of trade with the 


rest of the world, widened sharply 
to a record $40.8 billion last year, 
the Commerce Department said 
Monday. 

The shortfall, which means 
more funds are flowing out of the 
country than flowing in, was more 
than three times the 1982 level 
and Commerce Secretary Mal- 
colm Baldrige predicted more 
weakening in the trade position 
this year. 

“The deficit this year could be 
doubled the 1 983 figure as further 
trade deterioration will offset a 
modest pick-up in services.” he 
said in a statement. 

The 1984 deficit greatly exc- 
eeded the previous annual high of 
$15.5 billion in 1978. 

In 1982. the current account 
shortfall was 511.2 billion. 

Pan of the reason for the big 
increase in the deficit last year was 
a shrinking in the surplus the Uni- 
ted States traditionally has in ser- 
vices such as insurance, but the 
main reason was a surge in goods 
coming into the United States. 

U.S. exports were restrained by 
sluggish economic growth ove- 
rseas and lingering debt burdens 
in the developing world which hit 
the purchasing power of foreign 
customers. 

The strong dollar, boosted by 
high U.S. interest rates, also made 
American goods more expensive 
than those of foreign competitors. 


European American Bank seeks role 


NEW YORK — ,New York's 
tenth biggest bank, European 
American Bank (EAB). is cur- 
rently going through one of those 
mid-life crises which periodically 
afflict most jointly-owned or con- 
sortium banks the world over. 

EAB is the biggest of several 
consortium ‘banks set up by a 
group of European banks which - 
operate around the world under 
the umbreDa of a banking “club”, 
known formally as the European 
Banks International Company 
(EBICJ. 

Like most consortium banks of 
its generation, EAB was formed 
to give its shareholders joint rep- 
resentation in a major banking 
market where they were not rep- 
resented. 

_ "However.. ; since ■ it . was est r . 
abfished in 1 9&R its circumstances 
have changed and all of its major 
shareholders now have large and 
growing New York banking ope- 
rations which overlap at least par- 
tly with its own. 

Other consortium banks around 
the world are facing similar pro- 
blems of redefining their rel- 
ationship with their shareholders 
and their niche in the market, but 
in EAB's case a number of things 
have happened recently which are 
difficult for its shareholders to 
ignore. 

Sooner or later the six banks 
involved — Amsteidam- 
Rotterdara Bank, Crediianstalt- 
Bankverein of Austria. Deutsche 
Bank. Midland Bank of the U.K.. 
Societe Generale de Banque of 
Belgium 'and Societe Generale 
(France.) — will have to decide 
what they want to do with EAB. 


It is looking increasingly likely 
thaL one of the shareholders will 
step in to take over the whole ope- 
ration. 

Two reasons why EAB's own- 
ers cannot delay taking a decision 
on the bank's future for much lon- 
ger are first, that they still have to 
choose a new chairman and chief 
executive following the early ret- 
irement last year of Mr. Harry 
Ekblom, EAB's chief executive 
for 13 years. 

Secondly. Britain's Midland 
Bank is supposed to reduce its 
stake in EAB from 20.125 per 
cent to5 per cent or less by the end 
of this year as pan of the deal it 
made with the Federal Reserve 
Board to win approval for its 1 981 
purchase of a majority stake in 
Crocker National, the West Coast 
Banking' group, ““ . " 

The problems of finding a suc- 
cessor for Mr. Ekblom and a rep- 
lacement for Midland Bank would 
not be particularly difficult if EAB 
could boast a healthy profit 
growth over the years and a decent 
return for its shareholders. 

However, its record to date has 
not been Impressive. 

Earnings peaked at $33.3 mil- 
lion in 1981 and have been falling 
since then, although its balance 
sheet has risen by 7 per cent to 
$8.7 billion and the bank has had 
the benefit of extra capital pro- 
vided by the shareholders. 

Last year EAB earned $19.2 
million after charging $62.2 mil- 
lion in loan loss provisions, which 
was 45 per cent up on the previous 
year. 

In the final quarter of the year, 
the bank reported a net loss of 


$6.9 million after charging off 
$11.1 million for non recurring 
items, most of which related to 
systems development in the aut- 
omation area 

The group' s return on assets of 
0.23 per cent is among the lowest 
of the major U.S. banks while its 
$222 million of non performing 
loans equalled 3.8 per cent of total 
loans, which is higher than ave- 
rage. 

Meanwhile, shareholders have 
seen scant return on the $50 mil- 
lion of new capital they have inj- 
ected over the last three years, and 
it is likely that the dividend, which 
was cut by more than a quarter in 
19.82. will be reduced again to 
help the bank bolster its capital 
ratios. 

Although it has jot been par- u 
ticulariy profitable of Tatev EAB iso 
a big bank and would be easily 
digestible by only one of the big- 
gest banks in the world. 

With shareholders funds of 
dose to $400 million; 92 offices in 
the New York/Long Island area 
and 4.500 staff — almost half cur- 
rently moving into a new 1 million 
square foot office complex in a 
New York suburb — EAB ranks 
as one of the biggest foreign- 
owned banking organisations in 
the U.S. 

The U.S- is the biggest single 
banking market in the world and 
the source of dollars, the stock in 
trade for all international banks. 

So if a foreign bank wants to play a 
major role in international ban- 
king. a U.S. presence is vital. 

By the early 1 970s the bank was 
concerned by the high cost of 
money and in common with sev- 


eral other foreign banks decided 
that it needed to establish its own 
local branch network to collect 
cheap deposits. > 

in October 1974 it bought 100 
branches and $1 .5 billion of assets 
from the failed Franklin National 
Bank, which transformed EAB 
into a major retail bank. 

Since then the retail banking 
market has become increasingly 
competitive and several foreign 
banks are reassessing the necessity 
for maintaining high cost branch 
networks to collect deposits when 
alternative funding sources are 
available. 

At the same time. EAB con- 
tinued to focus on its traditional 
business of servicing major U.S. 
corporations, but as competition 
increased it began to widen its hor- 
izons and move into the'medfdm 
to small sized corporate market in 
search of new business. 

It has been successful in one or 
two specific areas such as fin- 
ancing the breeding of tho- 
roughbred horses or New York's 
diamond trade, but it is meeting 
fierce competition as many U.S. 
banks have redeployed loan off- 
icers from international lending to 
domestic lending. 

Finally. EAB has also been sur- 
prisingly active in international 
lending to several countries which 
have run into financial problems. 

At the end of 1982 its out- 
standing loans to Mexico. Brazil, 
Argentina and Venezuela were 
the equivalent of 1 70 per cent of 
EAB’s shareholders funds, which 
ranks among the higher relative 
exposures of major U.S. banks. 

— Financial Times news features. 


Peanuts 


Its VERY DIFFICULT TO 
| PITCH WUEN VOUfeE FLOATING 
AROUND LIKE THAT.. 
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I YOU SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
THAN TO BLOW BUBBLE 
1 6UM ON A WINDY CAY/ 
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British Caledonian Airways profits 

LONDON (R) — British Caledonian Airways. Britain's largest ind- 
ependent airline, announced Monday a pre-tax profit of £3.2 million 
($4.6 million) in 1983. ending two years of losses. 

Chairman Sir Adam Thomson said the company was holding talks 
on a stock exchange flotation to finance plans to take over some 
routes of state -owned British Airways, its main competitor, which 
the Conservative government is pledged to privatise. 

The flotation would be aimed at raising £150 million ($216 mil- 
.lion), he told a press conference. 

The airline was largely responsible for the improved results of its 
parent company, the Caledonian Aviation Group, which notched up 
pre-tax profits of £3.3 million ($4.7 million), more than double those 
of 1982. 

British Caledonian lost £655,000 ($940,000) in 1982 partly bec- 
ause the FalkJands war between Britain and Argentina forced it to 
cut back its South American routes. 


FOBECAST FOB WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21,1884 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day when the aspects 
richochet between being favorable and difficult. But try 
to seek ways to organize a course of action whereby you 
can gain your objectives. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Study responsibilities, 
and find the best way of handling there so that they are 
behind you. Know wbat your mate expects of you. 

TAURUS-(Apr. 20 to May 20) Find out what partners 
desire of you: then try to please them to the best of your 
ability. Civic work can be most helpful to you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Plan how to get your 
work done more efficiently in the morning. Let your 
talents work like a charm. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Your work 
may be quite burdensome, so early plan recreation for 
the evening, and relieve tension you may be under. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be certain all is in fine order 
at home before you take off for the day. An inspiring 
day and evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Make sure that any 
reports or statements are correL Much care in motion 
is required. Home is your best bet. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Early study your 
monetary affairs, and handle them wisely. Make any 
repairs needed to property. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Eradicate any errors 
in your own make-up, then you can handle practical af- 
fairs much better. Be only with trusted friends. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A private worry 
needs early morning attention, then you can decide what 
to do in the days ahead. Do not irk your mate. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A pal could cause 
some annoyance in the morning, but ignore since later 
even your mate can get on your nerves. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Steer clear of a 
bigwig during the day who may be irate and could make 
you the whipping boy. Take no risks. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Stick with the tried and 
true and forget any new interests that are appealing. 
Don't follow ideas of a newcomer. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... lie or she will 
be one who can easily find out what is blocking some 
plan on which he or ajae is working and-clear up the mat- - 
ter. Upon reaching au id thood your progeny can put forth 
find ideas and can become very successful. 

* * * 

“The Stars impel: they do not compel” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

& 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James E. Hinlsh, Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Great 
amount 
6 Scornful 
remark 

10 Viva or 
sptto 

14 Prevent 
legally 

15 Siberian 
sea 

16 Oil land 

17 What some 
faces do, 
they say 

19 City of the 
Ta] Mahal 

20 Gentle 

21 Wild goose 
call 

22 Signified 

23 Atlas entry 


24 Haggard . 
heroine 

26 Banns word 

27 Jazz 
enthusiast 

31 Bends over 

33 Having a 
fever 

34 Referee’s 
accessory 

37 Actress 
Talbot 

39 Boutiques 

39 Hartebeest 

40 Parts of 
certain 
desks 

42 Ward off 

43 Protected 

44 Eng. county 

45 Rug 

47 Insect 


YestBrday's Puzzle Solved: 



48 —over 
(stop a 
while) 

49 To have in 
Avignon 

51 Remain 

53 Numerical 
prefix 

57 Absorbed 

58 Fails to 
reach 

60 Villa d'— 

61 Theater 
section 

62 Cock walk 

63 Colonnade 

64 October 
stone 

65 Keepsake 

DOWN 

. 1 Stop 

2 This: Sp. 

3 Particle 

4 Emulate 
Gloomy Gus 

5 Place lor 
exercise 

6 Lively 
dance 

7 Something 
pressing 

8 Catchers’ 
fences 

9 Wapiti 

10 Roman ways 

11 Dolce, 
tremolo 
et al. 

12 Chili con — 


13 Growing out 

18 Small talk 

22 Garfield's 
cry 

23 Irate 

25 Jumps 

27 Suspend 

28 Norse giant 

29 End 

30 Stop 

31 Mining 
excavation 

32 Oxonian's 
parent 

34 Diamond 
position 

35 Indian 

36 Stop 

38 Benumb 

41 Cicatrix 

42 Actor 
Schelder 

44 “A Long — 
Joumey_.” 

45 — nest 

46 Stop! 

48 Bouton- 
niere’s 
place 

50 Virginia 
willow 

52 Forum frock 

53 “-be In 
England—” 

54 Stopper 

55 Factual 

56 Bus. memo 
abbr. 

58 Street sign 

59 Fast flyer 
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sets conditions for 
a troop withdrawal 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba agreed to a gradual wit- 
! hdrawai of its estimated 25,000 troops in Angola 
- provided certain conditions were met, an official 
• announcement said Monday. 


A joint statement signed by 
] ' President Fidel Castro and visiting 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
. Dos Santos said the main con- 
; di lions were: 

— A unilateral withdrawal of 
: South African soldiers from Ang- 
* olan territory. 

— Acceptance of United Nai- 
; ions rulings calling for the wit- 
: hdrawai of South African troops 
] from Namibia (South West Afr- 
■ ica) and its “‘true" independence. 


— An end to all acts of agg- 
ression against Angola by South 
Africa, the United States and its 
allies and an end to aid for 
“ counter-revolutionaries.'' 

“The governments of Cuba and 
Angola reiterate that they shall 
restart, on their own decision and 
exercising their sovereignty, the 
implementation of the gradual 
withdrawal ... as soon as the con- 
ditions are met." the joint dec- 
laration said. 
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Jt said that both countries had 
oot yielded from previously-held 
positions on the removal of the 
troops from the former Por- 
tuguese colony. 

It said “the heroic resistance of 
the Angolan people firmly backed 
by their internationalist allies” 
had forced “the imperialist agg- 
ressors ... to accept negotiations 
on new grounds.” 

The declaration came after 
three days of talks between Mr. ■ 

Castro and Mr. Dos Santos. 

A brief official note com- 
plementing the declaration said 
both governments hoped and bel- 
ieved the initiative could act as “a 
basis for peace in southern Afr- 
ica.” 

The declaration said that mee- 
ting the conditions would merely 
mean respecting “the norms of 
International Law and of the Uni- 
ted Nations charter.” 

Diplomats and Western ana- 
lysts had speculated that Angola 
would ask Cuba to remove its tro- 
ops as part of a regional peace 
plan, ending South African inc- 
ursions and support for rightist 
Angolan guerrillas and paving the 
way for Namibia's independence. 

They said that while most of 
conditions for a trobp pull-out 
appeared the same, the timing of 
the declaration was crucial. 

“It shows that the Cubans are 
definitely prepared to go along [ 
with the recent peace moves in 
southern Africa.” one diplomat 
said. 

Apart from the ceasefire accord 
with Angola. South Africa has 
also signed a non-aggression pact 
with neighbouring Mozambique, 
another former Portuguese colony 
with close ties with Cuba. 

The official Cuban position is 
that its troops are in Angola at the 
government's request and will stay 
until asked to leave. 



* 




Dominic McGUncby (centre) being banded over to 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary officers by Dublin 
authorities early Sunday morning at the Killeen 


border point between Eire and Northern Ireland 
(AP wire photo). 


Irish guerrilla denies killing woman 


BALLYMENA. Northern Ire- 
land (Agencies) — Dominic McG- 
linchey, captured in the Irish Rep- 
ublic after two years on the run. 
appeared in court in Northern Ire- 
land Monday and denied he was 
involved in republican guerrilla 
crimes. 

Mr. McGlinchey pleaded not 
guilty to the 1977 murder of pos- 
tmistress Hester MacMullen. 63, 
the mother of a police reservist. 
He was remanded in custody. 

His lawyer. Joe Rice, said Mr. 
McGlinchey emphatically denied 
giving an alleged interview pub-' 
fished in a Dublin newspaper, the 
Sunday Tribune, last November. 

The newspaper said he had ide-- 
ntiOed himself as leader of the 
Irish National Liberation Army 
(INLA), a small, hardline anti- 
British guerrilla group, and cla- 
imed responsibility for at least 30 
murders. 

Mr. McGlinchey, 30, ignored 
normal courtroom. protocol and 
refused to stand up when the 
judge entered and left the court. 
He was handed to police in the 
British-ruled north of Ireland at 


the weekend after his lawyers fai- ■ 
led in a bid to block his ext- 
radition. 

Sinn Fein Leader Gerry Adams 
warned Monday that the gov- 
ernment of the Irish Republic 
could face a political backlash if it 
starts extraditing fugitive gue- 
rrillas following the unp- 
recedented weekend return of 
Dominic McGlinchey to Northern 
Ireland. 

In the continuing wave of sec- 
tarian violence, masked gunmen 
shot and seriously wounded 
a part-time major in the locally 
recruited Ulster Defence Reg- 
iment (UDR) of the British Army 
when he arrived for work Monday 
morning at Belfast’s Blood Bank. 

Fourteen people have been kil- 
led in sectarian strife in Northern 
Ireland this year, including three 
members of the UDR. 

In London. Scotland Yard 
anti-terrorist squad detectives 
were questioning an unidentified 
man they said was arrested in Nor- 
thern Ireland and flown to the Bri- 
tish capital on Saturday. One off- 
icer said the suspect was a “most 
wanted man” and was being qui- 


zed about IRA activities over a 
four-year period. 

Mr. Adams, leader of the IRA's 
political arm, was wounded in the 
neck and shoulder in an ass- 
assination attempt last week. Res- 
ponsibility for the attack was cla- 
imed by the Ulster Freedom Fig- 
hters. an outlawed Protestant ext- 
remist group. 

On Monday he was discharged 
from a Belfast hospital and held a 
news conference to accuse the 
Dublin government of being “ hel- 
lbent” to extradite fugitives to 
appease Protestants who have 
long charged that the republic is a 
safe haven for the Irish Rep- 
ublican Array (IRA). 

Mr. Adams said he didn't for- 
esee any “armed retaliation" in 
.response to Mr. McGlinchey’s 
extradition. 

“People don't like to see the 
Dublin government handing over 
people to the Royal Ulster Con- 
st anbulary and the Orange State 
(Northern Ireland), and we will 
see the fruits of that in the coming 
European elections. Elections for 
the European parliament are 
being held in June. 


South African church condemns relocations Mitterrand begins U.S. visit today 


lUNlTED NATIONS (AP) — 
South African church leaders on 
Monday welcomed the signing of 
-non- Agression pacts between 
South Africa and neighbouring 
Angola and Mozambique but said 
the agree men ts are “meaningless" 
unless the Pretoria government 
ends the forced relocation of 
blacks. 

The delegation of church off- 
icials visited the United Nations to 
publicise a report condemning the 
relocation policy under which 3.3 
million blacks "have been forcibly 
removed from their homes” and 
forced to resettle, most of them in 
govcmmcnfccreated black hom- 
elands. - 

“Forced removals stand con- 
demned in the eyes of the Chr- 
istian community as well as the 
■wider international community,” 


said the Reverend Peter Storey, 
president-elect of the Methodist 
Church of South Africa, at a press 
conference. 

“This report demonstrates that 
the relocations are apartheid, in a 
sense, approaching itsown version 
of the ‘final solution.’ ” 

Rev. Storey said the signings by 
the South African government 
this month of separate treaties 
with Angola and Mozambique do 
“not deal with the fundamental 
problem" in South Africa. 

"We welcome both of course, to 
the degree that they represent 
something genuine.” he said. “But 
we must say with all the means 
available to us that unless the pol- 
icy of relocation and forced rem- 
ovals is stopped in its tracks and is 
stopped now such talk is mea- 


ningless. 

"It merely cons (deceives) the 
world while the apartheid jug- 
gernaut grinds on." 

The report, published by the 
South African Council of Chu- 
rches and the South African Cat- 
holic Bishops Conference, said 
nearly 3.4 million people, most of 
them black, were removed from 
their villages and towns to ban- 
tustans, the black homelands, 
between 1960-1982. 

Another 1.7 million people are 
under threat of forced relocation, 
it said. 

“Removals continue to take 
place on an immense scale, while 
the manner in which particular 
removals are carried out usually 
causes great suffering.” the report 
said. 


Mon dale, Hart face close vote in Illinois 


■CHICAGO (R) — Gary Hart and 
‘Walter Mondalc. neck and neck in 
ihc race for the Democratic pre- 
side ntial nomination. Tuesday 
faced a crucial primary ballot in 
the industrial state of Illinois, 
, where a Chicago political feud and 
‘the black vote could sway the out- 
come. 

• Final opinion polls showed the 
IColorado Senator and the former 
Jvice-presidcni almost level, with 
"the Reverend Jesse Jackson Far 
back but likely to take many black 
i votes away from Mr. Mondale. 

‘ “This race isgoing to be decided 
■by just a little bit one way or the 
■other by the way it looks today," 
’said Mr. Mondalc. who made a 
!come-back in Michigan and other 


states last week with his campaign 
portraying Mr. Hart as naive and 
inexperienced. 

“It’s a close race here. I started 
well behind but... I think Til catch 
up.” Mr. Han told supporters who 
have responded enthusiastically to 
his “new ideas for a new gen- 
eration". 

Rev. Jackson, scoffing at both 
of them, said his recent strong 
showings among southern black 
voters had turned the race from a 
two-way affair into “a triangle”. 

Officials predicted that upto 
half of the state's 5.9 million vot- 
ers might turn out despite rainy 
weather, making this the most 
sweeping referendum so far in the 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4A983 tfJIQfi 05 4A9765 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
10 1 V Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4Q98 <76 0 AK10752 4Q73 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 * Pass 10 1 S? 

2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

49854 vQ105 0 7432 482 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 0 Dble Pass 1 4 

Pass 3 *7 Pass ? 

What action do vou take? 


Q.4- Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4AQ5 UAKQJ6 0873 4AJ 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
1 V Pass 1 4 Pass 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

4AQS3 <?Q1054 01072 484 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one dub. What do you 
respond? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4K9 A7 OAKJ965 4QJ3 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
1 0 Pass 2 NT Pass 

j 

What do you bid now? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


1984 primary season. 

A party vote is also underway in 
Mr. Mondale's home state of 
Minnesota. 

At stake in Illinois, where vot- 
ing continues until 7 p.m. (0100 
GMT Wednesday), are 171 del- 
egates to the Democratic Pre- 
sidential Nominating Convention 
in July, the biggest single bloc up 
for election in any 1984 primary 
so far. Another 75 are being cho- 
sen in Minnesota. 

Illinois, which has voted on the 
winning side in every presidential 
election but two this century, is a 
milestone in the contesL because it 
completes the first round of vot- 
ing. 


Fire reported 
at U.S. 
nuclear plant 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — 
An explosion and fire were rep- 
orted at the Rancho Seco Nuctar 
Power Plant Monday night, but 
officials said there were no reports 
of injuries. 

The Sacramento Sheriffs Dep- 
artment said the accident, rep- 
orted at 061 5 GMT, appeared to 
pose no threat to public safety. 

Officials said the explosion and , 
fire occurred iu a non-nuclear sec- 
tion of the nuclear power plant. 

The plant will be closed for at 
least a month because of the fire, 
which broke out on a turbine deck 
where the facility's generators are 
kept, said Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District Spokesman Ron 
Scott. 

The plant was put on alert: but 
no one was evacuated, Mr. Scott 
said. 

The area where the fire broke 
out was separate from the con- 
tainment building where nuclear 
reaction takes place, so there was 
no danger of radioactive releases, 
Mr. Scott said- 


PAR1S (AP) — French President 
Francois Mitterrand embarks 
Wednesday on a visit to the Uni- 
ted States with relations between 
Paris and . Washington at their 
warmest point in recent history. 

Mr. Mitterrand and U.S. Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan are per- 
sonally at different ends of the pol- 
itical spectrum, but their res- 
pective terms in office have seen a 
flourishing of U.S.-French und- 
erstanding. Although Mr. Mit- 
terrand has met with Mr. Reagan 
six times before, his eight-day visit 
will be the first time in eight years 
that a French leader has made an 
official state visit to the United 
States. 

In Washington, a senior U.S. 
administration official told rep- 
orters Monday that Paris and 
Washington have relations in 
many areas, and that, “on the bas- 
ics. the United States and France 
have very similar views." 

The official, who declined to be 
identified, said the Reagan adm- 
inistration has been “very pleased 
with the attitude taken by the gov- 
ernment of France and President 
Mitterrand on issues of central 
importance, including East-West 
relations, Atlantic security, as well 
as on regional issues like Lebanon 
or African issues.” 

In Paris. French Presidential 
Spokesman Michel Maluzelle told 
reporters at a pre-trip briefing that 
“ France intends to remain in the 
race for progress and in col- 
laboration with the United Sta- 
tes.” 

He said that "France is det- 
ermined to make an old and s61id 
friendship with Washington more 
effective by renewed co-operation 


and the opening of new per- 
spectives” in economic, scientific 
and cultural areas. 

East-West relations and Wes- 
tern European security are exp- 
ected to be the major themes of 
Mr. Mitterrand's eight-day trip, 
which will take him to Was- 
hington. Atlanta, San Francisco, 
Illinois, Pittsburgh and New York. 

No headline-making -agr- 
eements are expected, but French 
officials hope the trip will lead to 
closer economic ties, especially in 
high-technology industries. 

Mr. Reagan's conservatism, 
replete with anti-communist dec- 
larations and such positions as 
support for prayer in public sch- 
ools, contrasts stronghly with Mr. 
Mitterrand's brand of politics. The 
French leader has four Com- 
munist ministers among his 43- 
member cabinet. He supports inc- 
reased government control over 
France's Catholic schools, a policy 
that has sent more than one mil- 
lion people into the streets in rec- 
ent protest marches. 

But the two men have been 
brought together by a mutual des- 
ire for a strong defense in Western 
Europe. 

Mr. Mitterrand has offered unf- 
ailing support for the deployment 
of U.S. cruise and Pershing II mis- 
siles in West Europe. His missile 
stand has, to some degree, ove- 
rshadowed differences about high 
U.S. interest rates, the strength of 
the dollar. East- West trade and 
Washington's policies in Central 
America. 

At the Washington pre-trip bri- 
efing, the U.S. official ack- 
nowledged differences in some 
areas, saying, “It is precisely bee- 



Francois Mitterrand 

a use the range of issues is so great 
that there are few countries with 
whom we both have as many dis- 
agreements and as many agr- 
eements.” 

Mr. Mitterrand has made four 
brief trips to the United States 
since his election three years ago. 
This trip, however, is the first state 
visit by a French president since 
conservative former President 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing’s tour in 
1976. 

U.S. officials say the Reagan 
administration is pleased that Mr. 
Mitterrand* s state visit can be used 
as an opportunity to (hank the 
French president for his stand on 
the missiles — among the sta- 
unchest of any European leader. 

“Pacifism does not guarantee 
peace,” Mr. Mitterrand said in an 
article published earlier this 
month in the U.S. weekly mag- 
azine Parade. 


Gandhi 
tightens grip 
on Punjab 

NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Indira Gandhi has tightened 
hex grip on India's troubled Pun- 
jab state by extending presidential 
rule h anging the main Sikh 
Student Union. 

The -measures, announced in 
lace- night sittings of parliament 
Monday, were the latest attempts 
by Mrs. Gandhi to defuse Sikh- 
Hindu violence in which nearly 
100 people have died this year. 

The govern meat banned the All 
India Sikh Student Federation 
(AISSF), which it accused of inc- 
iting violence. 

Home (interior) Minister P.C. 
Sethi told parliament that activists 
in the AISSF conducted weapons 
training camps and delivered spe- 
eches which harmed Sikh- Hindu 
relations. 

He said its activities included 
inciting Sikhs to arm themselves 
and use force in their demands for 
greater political and religious con- 
cessions in Punjab. 

The AISSF also actively cam- 
paigned for a Sikh nation known 1 
as Khalistan in Punjab, Mr. Sethi 
said. 

AISSF President Bhai Amrik 
Singh told reporters the org- 
anisation did not accept the ban 
and said about 400 members bad 
been arrested in the past few days. 

Mr. Sethi said presidential rule, 
imposed for six months in October 
when eight Hindu bus passengers 
were killed in the worst single inc- 
ident of the agitation, would be 
extended for another six months 
because the disturbances were 
continuing. 

In October, Mrs. Gandhi rep- 
laced the state’s government, led 
by her own Congress (I) Party, 
with presidential rule from New 
Delhi- 

Most opposition politicians 
Opposed extending presidential 
rule, saying it had not solved Pun- 
jab's problems nor prevented the 
situation deteriorating. 

There have been calls for the 
army to take over Punjab and 
demands for the government to 
arrest extremists hiding in the 
Golden Temple, 

U.S. unlikely 
to change add 
rain policy 

OTTAWA (R) — The United 
States, under fire from Canada 
and Western Europe to pass more 
stringent anti-air-pollution laws. 

I would be influenced only by sci- 
entific facts, not political pressure, 
a top U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (EPA) official said 
Monday. 

Fitzhugh Green, assistant adm- 
inistrator of the EPA, said on the 
eve of a meeting called to find 
common methods to fight pol- 
lution that Washington was eager 
to exchange information. 

“We're not interested in pol- 
itical pressure, we’re interested in 
learning more about this pro- 
blem,” said Mr. Green, who was 
invited to attend the two-day ses- 
sion as an observer. 

The meeting, pan of an int- 
ernational effort to clean up the 
environment, was initiated by 
Canada, which has been pressing 
Washington on the issue for 
months. 

But Mr. Green, emphasising the 
need for more information to 
build a consensus on action within 
the U.S., said he does not foresee 
any significant change in Ame- 
rican policy during 1984. 

Canadian Environment Min- 
ister Charles Cacda has invited 
environment ministers of West 
Germany, France, the Net- 
herlands, Norway, Sweden. Den- 
mark. Finland. Switzerland and 
Austria to this week* s conference. 


Tight security planned for Pope’s Korean visit 


SEOUL (R) — The Roman Cat- 
holic Church and the Seoul gov- 
ernment erred in the timing of the 
Pope John Paul's visit to South 
Korea in May. a church spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 

The visit from May 3 to 7 comes 
just before ceremonies marking 
the birthday of Buddha. Its hig- 
hlights will be the canonisation by 
rhe Pope of 103 Korean catholic 
martyrs .at a ceremony in a Seoul- 
Plaza expected to be attended as 
many as one million people. 

The canonisation takes place on 
May 6. two days before large 
Buddhist ceremonies scheduled in 
the same Plaza. 

“Unfortunately the church in. 
Korea, the government and the 
Holy See were not aware of the 
exact date (of the Buddhist cer- 
emony)", the spokesman. Father 
John Oh, told a press conference. 
“Wc are really sorry about that.” 

Buddhism is South Korea's 
predominant religion with a fol- 
lowing of more than 10 million 
people compared with 1 .7 million 
Catholics. 

Fr. Oh said that security for the 


Pope's visit would be “much tig- 
hter than any other place. It's 
going to be very, very strict." 

' Fr. Oh said that once the clash 
of dates was discovered it was 
impossible to change the pope's 
schedule. “We hope we do not 
cause any enmity or hate." he 
added. 

He said there had been mee- 
tings between the Catholics and 
Buddhists and it was agreed that 
the huge altar to be used by the 
Pope and various crosses would be 
taken down immediately the can- 
onisation ceremony ended. 

It was also agreed that Buddhist 
signs could go up before the Cat- 
holic event was completed, Fr. Oh 
said. 

Some Buddhist factions have 
publicly complained about the 
clash of dates, pointing out that 
the huge Plaza ox> Yoido Island in 
the Han River is always used for 
Buddha's birthday ceremonies. 

Pope John Paul has said that he 
will travel from Rome to Seoul via 
the same Far East route on which 
a South Korean Airliner was shot 
down by Soviet fighters with the. 


loss of 269 lives last Sept. I. 

“The Pope is placing particular 
stress on this because of the tragic 
incident. He will recall that tragic 
memory and pray for the victims," 
Fr. Oh said. 

President Reagan and the Pope 
plan to meet in Fairbanks. Alaska, 
on May 2 during a stopover of the 
special papal Alitalia airliner, the 
White House announced earlier 
this month. 

In a move hailed by America's 
large Roman Catholic population. 
Mr.. Reagan this year re- 
established diplomatic relations 
with the Vatican after a lapse of 
117 years. 

On the second day of his visit, 
the Pope will travel to the sou- 
thern city of Kwangju where 189 
people died by official count in a 
bloody anti-government uprising 
in May 1980. 

Asked if there was any special 
significance to the Kwangju visit 
and whether the Pope would meet 
.relatives of the dead there, Fr. Oh 
said he understood the Pope did 
not wish to get involved in local 
politics. 


Western diplomats declined to 
speculate on whether the Pope- 
might make any commentson civil 
rights in South Korea during his 
visit. 

Nearly 100 South Korean opp- 
osition politicians are still banned 
from political activities- and there 
were frequent demonstrations last 
year against the government of 
former army strongman President 
Chun Doo Hwan. 

But the government has rec- 
ently made several moves towards 
liberalisation, allowing more than 
200 banned politicians to return to 
political life and releasing nearly 
300 jailed students. 

The Western diplomats said 
that, while Pope' John Paul might 
privately call for more democratic 
measures in a -meeting with Pre- 
sident Chun, he was not expected 
to openly attack the government. 

The Pope's trip will also include 
visits to Papua New Guinea, the 
Solo man Islands and Thailand. 
But the highlight will be Seoul, 
where the Pope w31 be canonising 
saints for the first time in history 
outside the Vatican.- 



Actors, extras 
decide not to merge 

HOLLYWOOD (R) — Hol- 
lywood's actors and film extras 
will not merge into a single union 
after a vote by the Screen Actors 
Guild just failed to support the 
action. Preliminary results ann- 
ounced Monday showed about 32 
j per cent voted to approve the 
merger, but 60 per cent approval 
was needed under the union's con- 
stitution. officials said. “We are, 
of course, disappointed about the 
result," Guild President Eward 
Asner said. The merger was opp- 
osed by several factions. Some 
actors, who banded into a group 
called Actors Working for an Act- 
ors' Guild, believed more pro- 
ducers would leave Hollywood to 
avoid paying higher union wages 
to extras. 

Family of five 
hacked to death 

ISLAMABAD .Pakistan (AP) — 
A father raided the house of the 
family he held responsible for his 
son’s murder 12 years ago and 
hacked all five members to death, 
police said Monday. Police said 
the family, including an 80- 
ear-old man, was butchered and 
Jie bodies burned Sunday at the 
village of Surer, about 320 kil- 
ometres southwest of here. They 
Said Bark at Ali and four acc- 
omplices armed with hatchets and 
knives warned neighbours not to 
interfere because they had come 
to take revenge. “The accused cut 
the bodies into pieces, put them on 
a heap of wood and set them on 
fire.” a police spokesman said.” 

Housewife wins 
$10 million 

NEW YORK (R) — A 54- 
year-old Housewife Monday won a 
record $10-raillion lottery prize, 
shrugged her shoulders and said 
she might let her husband quit one 
of his two jobs. “ I also would like 
to clear up some of his debts," said 
Lula Aaron. Mrs. Aaron’s win in 
the New York State Lotto contest 
was the biggest lottery prize ever 
won by a single individual in the 
United States, topping the pre- 
vious record of $8.8 million set in 
Pennsylvania last July. 

U.S. refuses to ban 
smoking aboard 
flights 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. 
Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) 
Monday unanimously refused to 
ban cigarette smoking by pas- 
sengers on board many com- 
mercial airline flights. A citizens 1 
group opposed to smoking had 
aslted the CAB to ban smoking on 
flights of two hours' duration or 
less. The board, however, voted 3 
to 2 to prohibit cigar and pipe 
smoking on ail flights and to ban 
all smoking on the smallest com- 
muter aircraft. A CAB spokesman 
said the board's refusal to ban 
smoking on shorter flights was 
based on a wish not to interfere 
with airlines competing in the type 
of service they offered. 

70 reported 
drowned in Ghana 

ABIDJAN (R) — Seventy people 
drowned last weekend when two 
boats capsized at Kormamsin. a 
small port on the coast of central 
Ghana, Accra Radio reported 
Tuesday. They were in a group of 
100 passengers believed to have 
been bound for Nigeria as illegal 
immigrants, the radio said. Thirty 
people were rescued. 34 bodies 
had been recovered and 36 were 
still missing, it added. According 
to eyewitnesses, the boats cap- 
sized 400 metres offshore as pas- 
sengers were being transferred 
from one to the other. The radio 
quoted police as saying they were 
looking for the organisers of the 
. fli-fated trip for which each pas- 
senger had been charged 2.000 
cedis (566). 


Kidnappers seize 
naked businessman 

TOKYO (R) — Kidnappers who 
dragged a naked businessman 
from his bath demanded a one bil- 
lion yen ($4.4 million) ransom in 
cash and gold Monday, police 
said. The kidnappers burst into 
the home of Kaisuhisa Ezaki, 
head of a big confectionary com- 
pany, at Nishinomiya city in wes- 
tern Japan Sunday night. They 
tied up his wife and seven- 
year-old daughter, hauled Ezaki 
from his bath and hustled him out 
of the bouse. 








